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HE Rules, both Moral and Oeco— 
Ws nomick, laid down in the following 
Tradt, are ſo manifeſtly founded on 
right Reaſon, and conducive lo 6 
virtuous and happy Life, that they 
need neither Patronage, or Recom— 
mendation. 


But Precepts reſemble Pictures; they have Form, 
and Colour; but want Life and Motion: And, tg 
render them truly efficacious, they ought to be en- 
ford by obvious and unqueſtionable Examples. 


If, therefore, our auguſt Metropolis is honour d 
aoith a living Charafter, in which all the Virtues, 
that are here inculcated as worthy the Ambition 
of Youth, appear in their ſtrongeſt and moſt amia- 
ble Light; and in which all joe Duties of publick 
and private Life, the Citizen and Patriot are mi- 
nutely underſtood, and greatly diſcharg'd, it would 
be an Abſurdity to publiſh an Eſſay of this Nature, 
without prefixing the Name, to which theſe noble 


— 


Talents belong, in the Front of it. Be what you 
SEP, 


T be DEDICATI ON. : 


Ste, carrying with it a much more commanding 
Force, then. Be what you READ] And Virtue 
herſelf becoming more venerable, when countenanc' d 
by ſuch an illuſtrious Authority. RS Henk 

*Tis poſſible Sir, you may be offended with the 
Application of what is here advanced: But I can- 
not be apprebenſive of one Man's Reſentment, «when 


Jam doing a ſenſible Pleaſure to all the World be- 
fide, | ; 


I am, with true Reſpect, 
S IRB 
You moſt Obedient, 
and moſt Humble Servant, 


The Epirox. 


/ 


Dear S O N, 
SME AVING already done all that 18 
neceſſary in the Article of Ex- 
pence,for your entering graceful. 
ly on the Stage of the World, I 
have conſider'd what might yet 
be added to your acting your Part 
well, in order to come off with Applauſe, 
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Raecollecting therefore, that Life is a Scene of 

Care, and Prudence generally the Child of Ex- 
perience, and Calamity, I have thought it ad- 
viſable to make you the Heir of what Know- 
ledge I am poſſeſs'd of, as well as my Eſtate : 
that you may be guarded againſt all the Snares 
to which Youth is obnoxious ; and that you 
may be as well provided with Advice in all Exi- 
gencies, as when under my Wing; or as if you 
had already ſuffer'd all I would teach you to 


avoid. 


*Tis true, this is a Taſk that many Fathers 
(among whom are ſome Names of great Di- 
itinftion) have undertaken already; and the 
Pieces they have obliged the World with on this 
Subject, are yet extant : A Circumitance that may 


ſeem to render this little Effay of mine needleſs. 
B But 


A Preſent for an Apprentice. 
But theſe have directed their Thoughts to a 
Pitch, above the level of your Station; and 
none, that I know of, ſtoop'd fo low as an 


Apprentice; to whom, nevertheleſs, Advice 
was equally neceſſary. 


Hence you will find many Articles here, not 
touch'd on by their Ohſervations ; yet ſuch, as, 
when try'd, will be found well-worthy your At- 
tention. But what concerns you moſt is not the 
Doctrine, but the Uſe : For *tis not ſo hard 
to give good Council as to apply it. Young 
Men are apt to think themſelves wiſeſt; but 
that in general is impoſſible, becauſe Wiſdom 
is the Reſult of Time and. Reflection; and 
Youth muſt, of Courſe, be almoſt as much a 
Stranger to the one, as the other. 


You have, at leaſt, this Advantage then, to 
trade on the Stock I have already purchas'd ; to 
which if you add your own Acquiſitions, you 
may be wiſer at your Out-Set in Life, than many 
others in the Cloſe of theirs. If therefore this 
Precaution of mine does not anſwer, the Error 
will be your own: with this terrible Aggrava- 
tion, that your Follies will be without Excuſe. 


I have made it my Care to place you with a 
Man of Character, and Ability in his Profeſſion ; 
from whom, I hope, you will daily receive the 
molt cogent Inducements to the Exerciſe of Vir- 
tue, by his virtuous Example. Remember then, 
in the firſt Place, that all Duties are reciprocal ; 
and, if you hope to receive Favour and Indu]- 
gence from him, you muſt, firſt of all, endea- 


vour to deſerve it by your obliging and ingenu- 


CUuS 


— 
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ous Behaviour. As you fill the Character of 2 


Servant, it will be expected you will act as a 
Maſter : And, if you acquit yourſelf, not only 
inoffenſively, but meritoriouſly, you have, as it 
were, beſpoke the Opinion of the World in your 
Favour, and may hope to be encourag'd, truſt- 
ed, and ſerv'd accordingly. The grand Foun- 
dation of which, muſt be an inviolable Attach- 


ment to Truth, both in Word and Deed. 


To lye to the Prejudice of others argues Ma- Lying. 


lice and Villany ; to /ye in Excuſe of ourſelves, 
Guilt and Cowardice z both ways a Deſign to 
delude with falſe Repreſentations of things, and 
advantage ourſelves by the Deceit, Now, how- 
ever artificially we may carry on this infamous 
Practice for a while, in the end *tis always diſ- 
cover'd, and *tis hardly to be imagin'd what 
infinite Contempt is the Conſequence, Nay the 
more plauſibly we have conducted our Fallacies 
before, the more ſeverely ſhall we be cenſur'd 
afterwards : From that Moment, we loſe all 
Truſt, all Credit, all Society; for all Men a- 
void a Liar as a common Enemy : Truth itſelf 
in his Mouth loſes its Dignity ; being always ſuſ- 
pected, and often diſ-believ'd. 


If, therefore, you ſhould ever unwarily fall 
into an Offence, never ſeek to cover it over with 
a Lye: For the laſt Fault doubles the former; 
and each makes the other more inexcuſable; 
whereas what is modeſtly acknowledged is eaſily 
forgiven ; land the very Confeſſion of a ſmall 
Treſpaſs, eſtabliſhes an Opinion that we are in- 
nocent of greater. 


B 2 But 
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Diſhoney: But Truth in Speech muſt, likewiſe, be accom- 


ny'd by Integrity in all your Dealings; for 
"is + impoſſible be a diſ-honeſt . be a 
good Servant, as *tis for a Madman, or an Ideot 
to govern himſelf, or others by the Laws of 
common Senſe. Dare not, therefore, allow your 
ſelf even to wiſh to convert the Property of an- 
other to your own Uſe; more eſpecially, where 
*ris committed to your Charge : For Breach of 
Truſt is as heinous an Aggravation of Thett, 
as pretended Friendſhip is of Murder. If, there- 
fore, you ſhould be lucky in your Frauds, and 
eſcape without being puniſh'd, or detected, you 
will nevertheleſs ſtand elt-hndemn'd, be aſham'd 
to truſt yourſelf with your own Thoughts, and 
wear in your very Countenance both the Con- 
ſciouſneſs of Guilt, and Dread of a Diſcovery : 
Whereas Innocence looks always upwards, meets 
the moſt inquiſitive and! ſuſpicious Eye, and 
ſtands undaunted before God and Man. On the 
other Hand, if ever your Knaveries come to 
Light, (to ſay nothing of the Penalties of the 
Law) with what Shame, and Confuſion of Face, 
muſt you appear before thoſe you have wrong'd ? 
And with what Grief of Heart muſt your Rela- 
tions, and Friends be made Eye, or Ear-Wit- 
neſſes of your Diſgrace? Nor is this all; for, 
even {uppoling you ſhould be convinc'd of your 
Folly, and ſincerely abhor it for the future, you 
muſt nevertheleſs, be always liable to Suſpicion, 
and others will have the Boldneſs to pilfer, on the 


Preſumption that you will be underſtood to be 
the Thief, 


C-#»i- But *tis incumbent on you, not only to be 
ance. honeſt yourſelf, but diſdain to connive at the 


Diſhoneſty 
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Diſhoneſty of others: He that winks at an In- 
Jury he might prevent, ſhares in it; and *cis as 
fcandalous to fear Blame or Reproach for doing 
your Duty, as to deſerve Reproof for the Neg- 
lect of it: Should there be, therefore, a general 
Confederacy among your Fellow-Servants, to 
abuſe the Confidence, or Credulity of your Ma- 
ſer, divulge it the very Moment you perceive 
it, for fear your very Silence ſhould be thought 
co participate of their Guilt. 


5 


There is ſtill another ſort of Fidelity, which Fidc/iry. 


may be call'd that of Affection, as the other is of 
Action; being almoſt of as much Conſequence 
too; and what never fails to endear you to thoſe 
in whoſe Favour it is employ'd: I mean that ot 
defending their Reputations; not only negatively, 
by avoiding all reproachful, indecent, or even 
familiar Terms in ſpeaking of them; but poſt- 

tively, by endeavouring at all times, to vindi- 
cate them from the open Aſperſions, and bale 
Inſinuations of others, 


But that your Integrity may be permanent, . 


it muſt be founded on the Rock of Temperance, 
Firſt, therefore, baniſh Sloth, and an inordinate 
Love of Eaſe; active Minds bring only fit for 
Employments; and none but the Induſtrious 
either deferving, or having a Poſſibility to thrive. 
Wich gave Occaſion to Solomon to exclaim. 
The Elnggard ſnail be cloathed with Rags; becauſe 
he cries, yet a little more Sleep, a lililè more Slum- 
ber ! But the Folly of ficeping away one's Days 
is obvious to the dulleſt Capacity; it being ſo 


much Time abated from our Lives, and 9 re- 


turning us into a like Condition with that we 


Were 


Oe, 


Torpe-" 


ranhce. 


6 | 


Pleaſure. 


Exceſs. 
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were in before our Births, or anticipating that, 
which we may expect in the Grave. In fhort, 
Sleep is but a Refreſhment, not an Employ- 
ment; and, while we give Way to the pleaſin 

Lethargy, we facrifice both the Duties and En- 


joyments of our Being. 


Neither is it enough to avoid Sloth 3 you 
muſt, likewiſe, fly the Exceſſes of that Enchan- 
treſs, Pleaſure. Pleafure, when it becomes our 
Buſineſs, makes Buſineſs a Torment; and *tis as 
impoſſible to purſue both, as to ſerve God and 
Mammon. You may perhaps, think this Leſſon 
hard to learn; bur *tis nevertheleſs, the Reverſe 
of the Prophet's Roll, and, if bitter in the 
Mouth, is ſweet in the Belly. 


To explain myſelf, more fully on this Head; 
don't imagine I mean by this, that, tho* you- 
muſt live by the Sweat of your Brows, you muſt 
not reap the Harveſt of your own Labours. 
Neither God or Man exacts it of you, nor 
would Nature ſubmit to the ungrateful Dictate, 
if they did. I ſpeak only of pernicious, or 
unlawful Pleaſures, ſuch as are commonly rang'd 
under the Word Intemperance, ſuch as prey on 
the Body and Purſe, and in the End deſtroy 
both. : 

Exceſs is a pleaſurable Evil, that ſmiles, and 
ſeduces, enchants and deſtroys. Fly her very 


_ firſt Appearance then; it is not ſafe to be with- 


in the Glance of her Eye, or Sound of herVoice: 
And, if you once become familiar with her, you 
are undone. Let me farther add, that ſhe wears 
a variety of Shapes, and all pleaſing, all accom- 

\ | modated 
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modated to flatter our Appetitc, and iuflame 
our Deſires. 


To the Epicure ſhe preſents delicious Ban- 
quets, to the Bacchanal Store of exquiſite Wines, 
to the Senſualiſt his Seraglio of Miſtreſſes, to 
each the Allurement he is moſt prone to ; and 
to all a pleaſing Poifon that not only impairs 
the Body, but ſtupifies the Mind, and makes us 
Bankrupts of our Lives, as well as our Credits, 
and Eſtates, 


Above all Things then be temperate ; and 7» Eating. 
firſt in Eating. One expenſive Mouth will wear 
out ſix Pair of Hands : and a Shilling will ap- 
peaſe the Wants of Nature more effectually, as 
well as more innocently, than a Pound. This 
Caution deſerves your Attention ſo much the 
more, as you are ſtation'd in a City, where one 
, of the reigning Vices is the Riot of a prodi- 
eal Table; A Riot that has been ſeverely in- 
veigh'd againſt by our more abſtemious Neigh- 
bours, and which even an effeminate A/zatick 
would bluſh to be reproach'd with. 


But, however injurious this Species of Exceſs Drinking. 
may be to the Body, or the Purſe, is it not 
ſo criminal, in many Reſpects, as that of living 
only to be a Thorough-fare for Mine and 
Strong-drink: For he that places his ſupreme 
Delight in a Tavern, and is uneaſy till he has 
drank away his Senſes, renders himſelf ſoon unfit 
for every thing elſe : Frolick at Night is fol- 
low'd with Pains, and Sickneſs in the Morning ; 
and then what was before the Poiſon, is admi- 
niltred as the Cure. So that a whole Life is 

often 


Dreſs. 
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often waſted in this expenſive Phrenzy ; Pover- 


ty itſelf only cutting off the Means, not the 


Inclination 3 and a merry Night being till e- 
ſteem'd worth living for; tho' Fortune, Friends, 


and even Health itſelf, have deſerted us ; nay - 


tho? we are never mention'd but with Contempt, 
and Diſgrace, and to warn others from the 
Vices that have been our Undoing. When 
you are moſt inclin'd to ſtay another Bottle, 
be ſure to go: That's the moſt certain Indica- 
tion which can be given, that you have drank 
enough: The Moment after, your Reaſon, like 
a falſe Friend, will deſert you, when you moſt 
need its Aſſiſtance : You will be ripe for every 
Miſchief, and more art to reſent, than follow 
any good Council that might preſerve you from 
It, 3 

There is, likewiſe, an Intemperance in Dreſs, 
which, tho* not fo blameable or dangerous as 
either of the others, is nevertheleſs worth your 
Care to avoid. Tho? this Folly is not of Eng- 
liſh growth, it agrees ſo well with the Soil, that 


it flouriſhes rather more here, than where it 


firſt ſprung up. Pretenders at Court, Frequen- 


ters of publick Places of Reſort, and thoſe who 


would dazzle the Ladies, firſt adopted the Fa- 
ſhion, and from them, tho' with ten-fold Ab- 
ſurdity, it has ſpread to the Inns o' Court, and 
Royal Exchange. Prels is, at beſt, but a fe- 
male Privilege, and, in Men, argues both Le- 
vity of Mind, and Effeminacy of Maaners. 
Bur, in a Citizen, an Affectation of this kind is 
never to be pardoned : In him 'tis a Vice as well 
as 2 Folly, as opening a Door to Extravagance, 
which never fails to be attended with Ruin: And 
the prudent never care to deal with a Man who 

muſt 
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muſt injure either them, or himſelf, Wherever 
there is a Woman in a Family, there is a na- 
tural Iſſue for all the Expence that can be ſpar'd 
on that Article; and that poor Wretch mult 
have a miſerable Head, who would inflame 
his Wife's Follies, by his own. In ſhort, Son, 
to lay out Mony in fine Cloaths, may be juſtify'd 
in Fortune-Hunters, becauſe *tis their Stock in 
Trade; but in no- body elie: The Wall in the 
Street, or ſome little Deference, where you are 
not known, being all the Advantages attending 
it; and, when you are, abſurd Finery is no 
more regarded than a poor Player on the Stage, 
in the Robes of a Prince, The Fop, who came 
into the Preſence of Henry the Eighth with an 
hundred Tenements upon his Back, would have 
had twice as many Hats off, if he had an- 
nually put the Rents into his Pocket. Ir is, 
therefore, Wiſdom to wear ſuch Apparel as 
ſuits your Condition; not ſordid and beggarly, 
or foppiſh, and conceited ; agreeable, ro what 
the Poet puts in the Father's Mouth, ſpeaking 
to his Son of his Habir, which he adviſes to be 
rich, not gaudy, or expreſs*'d in Fancy. 


The Art, or Virine 0 holdin r To is Gov'rn-, 
f g your Tongue is , ge 


Tongue. 


the next TI opic I ſhall lay before you; both a 
rare, and an excellent Quality; and what con- 
tributes greatly to our Eaſe, and Proſperity. In 
general, therefore, remember *tis as dangerous 
to fall in Love with one's own Voice, as one's 
own Face. Thoſe that talk much cannot always 
talk well, and may much oftener incur Cenſure 
than Praiſe : Few People care to be eclips'd, 
and a Superiority of Senſe is as ill brook'd, 
as a Superiority of Beauty, or Fortune. If 

you 


3 
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you are wiſe, therefore, talk little, but hear 
much : What you are to learn from yourſelf 

muſt be by Thinking, and from others by Speech: 
Let them find Tongue then, and you Ear: By 
which Means, ſuch as are pleas'd with themſelves, 
which are the groſs of Mankind, will, likewiſe, 
be pleas'd with you, and you will be doubly paid 
pet. our Attention, both in Affection and Know- 
ledge. 


5 of When People alk of themſelves tend both your 
Ears; *tis the ſureſt way to learn Mankind; for 
let Men be ever ſo much upon their Guard, *tis 
odds if ſome ſuch Eſcape is not made, as is a ſuffi- 
cient -Clew to the whole Character. I need not 
obſerve to you that, for the very fame Reaſon, 
you are never to make your ſelf the Subject of 
your own Converſation z tho* J hope you will 
have noV ices toconceal, all Men have Infirmities; 
and, next to the rooting them out, which is per- 
haps impoſſible, is the concealing them. 


Il natur d It *tis dangerous to ſpeak of ourfelves, *tis 
Jois. much more fo ta take Freedoms with other 
People. A Jeſt may tickle many, but, if it 
hurts one, the Reſentment that follows it, 


may do you more Injury, than the Reputation 
Service. 


Ofnlinz But *tis more eſpecially dangerous to make 
Women. free with the Perſons, or Characters of Women: 
For they are naturally prone to Rage ; and, 
thro' the very Frailty of their Natures, ſeldom 
fatl to avenge, what braver Minds either over- 
look, or forgive. Beſide, confcious of their 


own Feebleneſs, they lay their Defigns more 


cunningly 
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cunningly, and proſecute their little Quatrels 
more implacably, than could be expected from 
Creatures ſo nearly reſembling Angels : Fear- 
ful of Diſappointments, they never truſt to 
Aſter- games, but effect all their Purpoſes, by 
one ſingle Blow: Being taught by Nature, like- 
wiſe, that Policy of aiming at the Head, not 
the Heel; and of accompliſhing their Vengeance 
after the Italian Mode. For, however great they 


eſteem the Provocation, they ſeldom ſuffer their 


Anger to break out, till ſure of ſtriking Home. 
Hence, *tis manifeſt from Story, that no Hatred is 
ſo extreme, no Revenge. ſo cloſe-cover'd, or ſo 
inexorable as a Woman's: Witneſs Sir Thomas 
Overbury's Caſe, whom Friendſhip itſelf could not 
ranſom from being a Victim to feminine Rage. 
Neither does the Truth, or Falſhood of what 
is faid, alter the Caſe a Jot; unleſs by how 
much the truer, by ſo much the more provok- 
ing it is; it being with them as with Nero, «who 
could not bear to be told of what he took a De- 
light to do. In a Word, as to conceal is their 
principal Artifice, they hate none ſo much as 
thoſe who endeavour to pry into their Actions. 


But this muſt not be underſtood too compre- 
henſively: For there are many of that Sex, whoſe 
Innocency ſuits the Delicacy of their Conſtitu- 
tions : Genuine Turtles, who, being free from 
Guilt, are equally free from Suſpicion, and Ma- 
lice. Theſe deſerve to be diftinguiſh'd from the 
gloomy, deſperate Tribe, alluded to above, and 
have nothing to fear from the licentious Tongues 


of our Sex, if they can eſcape thoſe of their 


Own, 


C42 But. 
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Family- But, over and above theſe general Cautions 
Secrets. for the Government of the Tongue, you muſt, 


in a more particular Manner, be careful of the 
Secrets of the Family where you live; from whence 
hardly the moſt indifferent Circumſtance muſt 
be divulg'd ; for he, that will drop any thing 
indiſcreetly, may very juſtly be thought to re- 
rain nothing. And thoſe, who are on the watch 
for Information, will, from a very remote Hint, 
conjecture all the reſt. 


Secrets re- I don't adviſe you to ſeek the Confidence of 
pod in others, for, if the Secret entruſted, ſhould hap- 


Jol. 


One, own 


Secrets. 


pen to take Air, tho? you are innocent of the 
Diſcovery, 'tis odds but *tis imputed to your In- 
fidelity : Bur, if any ſuch Truſt is repos'd in 
you, ſuffer the Torture, rather than diſcloſe it: 
For, beſide che Miſchief it may occaſton to him 


who confided in you, it muſt argue an extreme. 


Levity of Mind to leak out to one Man what 
was communicated to you by another; which 
laſt muſt, likewiſe, in his Heart, deſpiſe you for 
your Incontinence, and ſecretly reſolve never to 
truſt his Affairs to the Cuſtody of ſuch a Sieve. 


Hence I am, naturally, led to caution you, 


not to be zalkative of ſuch Deſigns as you have 


in your Head; of Bargains to buy, or Buſi- 
neſs to do. For, by this means, you give others 
an Opportunity to foreſtall you, if they think 
it worth their while; and ſuch, whoſe Intereſt 
interferes with yours, will take the Alarm, and 
endeavour to diſappoint you, to their own Ad- 
vantage; beſide all which, *tis no bad Poli- 


cy to take ſuch as we mean to deal with un- 
In Brief, never talk of your Deſigns, * 
til! 


prepar'd. 
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till they have taken Place; and, even then, you 
had better continue filent ; leſt it ſhould preju- 
dice your future Dealings. 


' It muſt however be own'd a very - difficult | 


Task, as Self is always uppermoſt in the Mind, 
not to give Vent ſometimes to the Joy of having 
acted with notable Shrewdneſs, and Addreſs: 
But that Man has not half enough of either, 
who cannot prevail on himſelf to ſtifle all Pre- 
tenſions to both. To proclaim one's Skill, is 
to beat an Alarm to thoſe we deal with; as he 
that draws his Sword puts every Body elſe on 
his Guard : And whoever is perſuaded: he is 
over-match'd by you, will never negotiate with 
you again; at leaſt, in Commodities that flu- 
Ctuate in their Value according to the Demand 


at Market. 


13 


Neither is it prudent to talk of our Expe7a- Nrheda- 
tions; or of our Dependencies on the Promiſes:ions. 


of others: For, if we meet with Diſappointments 
inſtead of Services, we fink as much in our Re- 
putations, as if they were owing to our own 
bad Conduct, and 'tis well we are not derided 
for our Credulity into the Bargain. For ſome 
People are diſ- irgenuous enough to make Uſe 
of all Advantages to gratify their Malignity; 
and it muſt be our Buſineſs to give them as few 
Opportunities as poſſible, 


e, likewiſe, warily ſilent in all Concerns as Other Pes. 
are in Matter of Diſpute between others: For hee, War- 
that blows the Coals in Quarrels he has nothing 
to do with, has no Right to complain if the 
Sparks hy in his Face: It being extremely dif- 

2 ficult 


Te). 
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. ficult to interfere ſo happily, as not to give 
Offence to either one Party, or the other: al- 
moſt all Men having their Eyes immoveably 
fix'd on their own Interelt, and continuing ob- 
ſtinately blind to the Demands of their Anta- 
goniſt. And, therefore, you muſt, either, ſide 
with each by Turns, and, thereby, decrive both, 
or expoſe yourſelf to the Diſguſt, and Animo- 
ſity of the Loſer, who will judge of your Con- 
duct, not according to Truth, but his own ſel- 
fiſh Prejudices. | 
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than officiouſly to carry inflaming Tales between "Y 
Perſons at Variance ; and, thereby, keep up that 5 
Rancour, which, for want of freſh Provocations, 
might otherwiſe expire. Beſide, tis as dange- 45 


rous an Office, as holding a Wolf by the Ears; 
you can neither, ſafely, proceed, or leave off; 
and, if ever they come to an Accomodation, 
the Incendiary is ſure to be the firſt Sacrifice. 2 


One's own In all ſuch Caſes, therefore, let your Tongue £1 
Varrels. be dipp'd in Oil, never in Vinegar; and rather 3 
endeavour to mollify, than irritate the Wound; 1 
and, even, where you yourſelf may become a * 
Principal, avoid Anger as much as poſlible, J 
that you may avoid giving the Provocations, 
almoſt inſeparable from it. If injur'd, the leſs 
Paſſion you betray, the better you will be able 
to ſtate your Cafe, and obtain Juſtice : And it you 
are the Aggreſſor, Rid: nels, Reproach, Diſdain, 
and Contempt, but render your Adverſary more 
| implacable : Whereas by Mildneſs, and good 
Kt Manners, the moſt Intractable may be qualify'd, 
3K | and the moſt exaſperated appeas'd, 
q | I find 
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I find J am inſenſibly ſtray*d from the Govern- 
ment of the 'Fongue to that of the Heart: And, 
therefore, it will not be impertinent to inform 
you that Quarrels are eaſier avoided, than made 
up: For which Reaſon don't let it be in the 
Power of every Trifle to ruffle you. A Weather- 
cock, that is the Sport of every Wind, bas more 
Repoſe than a cholerick Man; ſometimes ex- 

d to the Scorn, ſometimes to the Reſent- 
ments, and always to the Abhorrence of all who 
know him. Rather wink at ſmall Injuries, than 
be too forward to avenge them; he that, to de- 
ſtroy a ſingle Bee, ſnould throw down the Hive, 
inſtead of one Enemy, would make a thoufand. 


It is abundantly better to ſtudy the good Will 
of all, than excite the Reſentment of any; of 
all I mean bur ſuch whoſe Friendſhip is not to 
be gain'd but by fharing in their Crimes. For 
chere is not a Creature ſo contemptible, which 
may not be ſomewhat beneficial, and whoſe 
Enmity- may not be as detrimental. The Mouſe 
in one Fable, ſpar'd by the Lion, afterwards, in 
Gratitude, ſet the ſame Lion free from the Toils 
he was entangled in, by gnawing them to Pieces. 
And, in another the Gnat is repreſented chal- 


lenging the Lion, and having the beſt of the 
Combat. | 


Make a Trial, therefore, and you will always 4fability. 
find the Force of Affability: Daily Experience 
ſhewing us, that we make only thoſe Brutes our 
Play-fellows which are mild and gentle, and keep 
thoſe at a Diſtance, and in Chains, which we 
take to be our Enemies, 


What 
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Frugality. What I ſhall next recommend to you is Fu- 
gality, the Practice of which is expedient for all, 
but eſpecially for ſuch as you, who are, like the 
Silk-worm, to ſpin your Riches out of your 
own Boſom: What I ſhall give you being your 
full Share, and as much as I can afford ; and 
what I ſhall leave neither decent or prudent for 
you to reckon upon; ſince, till my death, 
you can have no Advantage from it; and it de- 
pends on your own Behaviour, whether even 
then it ſhall be yours, or no. I ſay, therefore, 
tis incumbent on you to be frugal; for, if you 
miſcarry thro* the want of Frugality, your firſt 
Adventure will be your laſt, and I neither can, 
nor would put it in your Power to Shipwreck 
your Credit again. Beſide, if J was both able, 
and willing, to retrieve your Fortune would be 

bh a much more difficult Task, than *tis now to 
0 make it. You would have the ſame Difficulties 
"on to encounter with, as you have ar preſent, and, 
: perhaps, ſuch Prejudices into the Bargain, a- 
riſing from your former Errors, as no Endea- 

vours might ever get the better of. 


Be, therefore, anxiouſly ſolicitous to preſerve 
your Credit even from Suſpicion ; for, next to 
loſing it, is the Doubt of its being endanger'd. 
In order to do which molt effectually I ſtill ſay be 
frugal : Credit, bought at the Expence of Mony, 
belongs only to Perſons of an Eſtate, or ſuch 
who have already made their Fortunes: In every 
Body beſide, Thrift approaches neareſt to Vir- 
tue, and will be eſteemed accordingly. 


By Thrif! 1 would have you to underſtand 
not only the avoiding Profuſion, or the limi- 
ting 
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ting your Expences to Pounds, and Shillings, 
but even to Pence, and Farthings. The Neglect 
of Trifles, as they are calld, is ſuffering a Moth 
to eat Holes in your Purſe, and let out all the 
Profits of your Induſtry. Nothing is more true 
than the old- Proverb, That a Penny ſav'd is 
Two-pence got. When, therefore, you wrangle 
for a Farthing in a Bargain, or refuſe to throw 
it away in Sport, don't let Fools laugh you out 
of your Oeconomy ! But leave them their Jeſt, 
and keep you your Mony, 


Remember the moſt magnificent Edifice, was 
rais'd from one ſingle Stone, and every Acceſs, 
how little ſoever, helps to raiſe the Heap. Ler 
a Man once begin to fave, and he will ſoon be 
convinc'd, that *tis the ſtrait Road to Wealth: 
To hope it may be gain'd from nothing, is to 
build Caſtles in the Air: But no Trifle is ſo ſmall, 
that will not ſerve for a Foundation. He, that 
hath one Shilling may, with more Eaſe, increaſe 
it to five, than he procure a Penny who is not 
Maſter of a Farthing. *Twas on this Principle, 
the poor Drover ſcrap'd together enough to pur- 
chaſe a Calf, and, from that contemptible Begin- 
ning, went gradually on, till he became Maſter 
of many Thouſands a Year. He that is not a 
good Husband in ſmall Matters, does not de- 
ſerve to be truſted with great. | 


But this you are facredly to obſerve z if you 
ſhould be entruſted with the Cuſtody of your Ma- 
ſter's Caſh, look on it as a Plague-Sore, that, but 
touch'd, would be your utter Ruin. Remember the 
Day of Account muſt come; when the moſt minute 
Treſpaſs cannot be OW” and when ſcarcely 

an 
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Maſter's 
Caſs. 
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Induſbry. 
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an Over-ſight' will be forgiven. In Caſes of 
Property Men alter their very Natures; are 
ever ſuſpicious of Wrongs, and, if any are prov'd, 
incline rather to .puniſh than forgive. Don't be 
ſeduc'd then into a Fault of this Nature, on 
any Conſideration whatever: Tho? you are taught 
to be frugal of your own Mony, you are for- 
bid to covet anothers : And, while you are a 
Servant, your Maſter is entitled to the Benefit 
of all your Virtues. 


But to be frugal is not ſufficient, you muſt be 
induſtrious too: What is ſav'd by Thrift, muſt 
be improv'd by Diligence: For the Laſt doubles 
the Firſt, as the Earth, by Reflection, renders 
the Sun-Beams hot, which would, otherwile, 


ſeem but warm. What cannot be done by one 


Stroke, is effected by many; and Application, 


and Perſeverance have often ſucceeded, even 


where all other Means have faiPd 3 It having 
been often obſerv'd, that a ſmall Veſſel, which 
makes quick and frequent Returns, brings more 
Gain to her Owners, than the large Hulk, which 
makes but few Voyages, tho' ſhe holds much, 


and is always full. Go to the Ant thou Sluggard, 


(ſays Solomon) and learn her Ways, and be wiſe ! 
as if in her the Power of Iaduſtry was moſt 
happily and clearly illuſtrated. Nothing can be 
more ridiculous, than that, becauſe our Means 
will not ſuit with our Ends, we will not ſuit our 
Ends to our Means : Or becauſe we cannot do 
what we will, we will not do what we may; 
depriving ourſelves of what is in our Power, 
becauſe we cannot attain Things beyond it : 
Whereas the Way to enlarge our Ability, is to 
double our Induftry : For, by many repeated 

| - Efforts 
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Efforts, we may compaſs in the End, what, in 
the Beginning, we deſpair'd of. 


The Fool, that promiſes himſelf Succeſs with- 
out Endeavours, or deſpairs at the ſight of Diffi- 
culties, is always diſappointed : But, on the 
contrary, he that is indetatigable, ſucceeds even 
beyond his Expectations : Take this from me, 
Son; There is not a more certain Sign of a 
craven Spirit, than to have the Edge of one's 
Activity ſoon turn'd by Oppoſition: as, on the 
contrary, there is no diſputing his Fortitude, 
who contends with Obſtacles, and never gives 
over the Purſuit, till he has reach'd the End 
he aim*d at. Indeed, to Tempers of this laſt 
Kind, few Things are impoſſible; and the Hi. 
ſtorian, ſpeaking of Co/mo the firſt Duke of 
Tuſcany concludes with this ſtrong Remark, That 
the Duke, by Patience and Induſtry, ſurmounted 
all thoſe Diſficulties, which bad, otherwiſe, been 


invincible. 


To ſay the Fruth, it argues a weak, puſil- 
animous Spirit, to ſink beneath Perplexities, 
and Calamities, and rather lament one's Suffer- 
ings, than attempt to remove them. If ever, there- 
fore, you apprehend yourſelf to be, in a Manner, 
overwhelm'd with Adverſities, bear up boldly 
againſt them all: It will be the longer before you 


ſink, at leaſt, and may, perhaps, give Time 


and Opportunity for ſome friendly Hand to 
interpoſe for your Preſervation. *T was a ſen- 
ſible Device that a Man made Uſe of by way 
of Sign. A Pair of Compaſſes with this Motto. 
By Conſtancy and Labour: One Foot being fix'd, 
the other in Motion. Make this a Rule, and 

D 2 you 
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A Preſent for an Apprentice. 
you will be very little in Fortune's Power. There 
being, humanely ſpeaking, as certain Roads to 
Wealth, if Men reſolve to keep within the pro- 
per Bounds, as from one City to another. 

You muſt, moreover, make Induſtry a Part of 
your Character as early as poſſible: Be officiouſſy 
ſerviceable to your Maſter on all Occaſions : If 
_ 3 his Commands, underſtand a 

, a Look; and do rather more than is re- 


quir'd of you, than leſs than your Duty. He 


merits little, that performs but juſt what would 
be exacted; but we learn to love him who takes 
a Pleaſure in his me e ſeems oblig'd by 
your Commands. If you ſhould even be enjoin'd 
to do thoſe Offices which are called mean, or which 
you may think beneath your Station, undertake 
them chearfully, nor betriy the leaſt Diſguſt 


. at the Impoſition. To diſpute a Maſter's Will 


is both undutiful and unmannerly, and to obey 
him with Reluctance, or Reſentment, argues, 
you obey only thro' Fear: Whereby you have 
both the Pain of the Service, and loſe the Me- 
rit of it too. 


Value of Above all Things learn to put a due Value 


Time. 


on Time, and husband every Moment, as if it 
were to be your laſt: In Time, is comprehended 
all we poſſeſs, enjoy, or with for; and in loſin 

that, we loſe them all. This is a Leſſon that can 
never be too often, or too earneſtly inculcated : 
Eſpecially to young People; for they are apt to 
fatter themſelves, they have a large Stock up- 
on their Hands, and that, tho* Days, Months, 
and Years are wantonly waſted, they are till 
rich in the Remainder. But alas! no Miſtake 


can be greater, or more fatal: The Moments, 
thus 
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thus prodigally confounded, are the moſt valu- 
able that Time diſtils from his Limbec : They 
partake of the higheſt Flavour ; and breathe 
out the richeſt Odour ;z and as, on the one Hand, 
they are irretrievable, fo neither, on the other, 


can all the Artifice of more experienc'd Life, 
compenſate the Loſs, 


But I have, already, premis'd that the Bow Company: 
of Life muſt not be kept continually bent: To 
relax ſometimes, is both allowable, and even 
neceſſary: And as, in thoſe Hours of Recreation, 

you will be moſt in danger, it will behoove you 
to be then moſt vigilantly on your Guard. Com- 
panions will then be called in to ſhare with you 
in your Pleaſures; and, according to your Choice 
of them, both your Character and Diſpoſition 
will receive a Tincture; as Water, paſling thro? 
Minerals, partakes of their Taſte and Efficacy. 
This is a Truth fo univerſally receiv'd, that to 
know a Man by his Company is become pro- 
verbial: In the natural, as well as the moral 
World, Like aſſociating with Like, and labour- 
ö ing continually to throw off whatever is hetero- 
| geneous. Hence we ſee that diſcordant Mixtures 
produce nothing but Broils, and Fermentations, 
till one becomes victorious ; and as what God 
has join'd he will have none to put aſunder, ſo, 
what he has thus put aſunder, he forbids to be 
join'd. I have ſaid thus much only to convince 
you how impoſſible it will be for you to be 
thought a Perſon of Integrity, while you con- 
verſe with the Abandon'd and Licentious; and, 
by herding with ſuch, you will not only loſe 
your Character, but your Virtue too: For, what- 
ever they find you, or whatever fallacious Di- 


ſtinctions 
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ſtinctions you-May make between the Men and 
their Vices,*in the End the Firſt qualify the 
Laſt, and you will aſſimulate, or grow like each 
other; That is to fay, by becoming familiar 
with evil Courſes, you will ceaſe to regard them 
as evil; and, by ceaſing to hate them you will 
ſoon learn both to love and practice them. And 
this may be concluded without Breach of Cha- 
rity ; for *tis extremely difficult for frail, human 
Nature to recover its loſt Innocence; but as fa- 
cile for it to precipitate itſelf into all the Exceſſes 
of Vanity and Vice. * 


Nor does the Danger of bad Company affect 
the Mind only : Say that you preſerve your In- 
tegrity, which is as bold a Suppoſition as can be 
made, by countenancing them with your. Pre- 
lence, tho? not equally guilty, you may be lia- 
ble to equal Danger. In Caſes of Riots and 
Murthers, all are Principals ; and you may be 
undone for another Perſon's Crime. Nay, in 
Caſes of Treaſon, even Silence is capital, and, 
in ſuch unhappy Dilemmas, you muſt either be- 
tray your Friend's Life, or forfeit your own. 
Thus the infamous Aſſaſſin, who attempted the 
Murther of one of the Princes of Orange; not 
only brought Deſtruction on himſelf, but on his 
Confident alſo ; who, tho? he abhorr'd the Fact, 
yet kept the Council of the Coatriver : And 
the Diſcovery of the Laſt, was made merely, by 
Obſervation, that he was often ſeen in Com 
pany with the former. | 


Fly, therefore, the Society of ſenſual, or 
deſigning Men: or expect to forego your Inno- 
cence, feel your Induſtry, from a Pleaſure, be- 

come 
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come a Burden, and your Frugality give Place 
to Extravagance. Theſe Miſchiefs follow in a 
Train; and when you are link'd to bad Habits, 


*tis as hard to think of parting with them, as 


to plunge into a cold Bath to get rid of an 
Ague, Neither does the Malignity of the Con- 
tagion appear all at once : The Frolick firſt ap- 
pears harmleſs, and, when taſted, leaves a longing 
Reliſh behind it ; one Appointment makes Way 
for another, one Expence leads on to a ſecond : 
Some invite openly, ſome inſinuate craftily, and 
all ſoon grow too importunate to be deny'd. 
Some Pangs of Remorſe you will feel on your 
firſt Degeneracy, and ſome faint Reſolutions 
you would take to be ſeduc'd no more; which 
will no ſooner be diſcover'd by theſe Bawds and 
Factors to Deſtruction, but all Arts will be us'd 
to allure you back to bear them company in 
the broad beaten Path to Ruin. Of all which, 
none is more to be dreaded than Raillery, aad 
this you mſt expect to have exercis'd upon you 
with its full Force: Buſineſs, and the Cares of 
Life, will be render'd pleaſantly ridiculous, Looſe- 
neſs, and Prodigality will be calPd living like 
a Gentleman, and you will be upbraided' with 
Meanneſs and Want of Spirit, if you dare to 
perſiſt in the Ways of Oeconomy, and Virtue. 
Here then is a fair Opportunity to ſhew your 
Steddineſs, Courage, and good Senſe : Encoun- 
ter Wit with Wit, Raillery with Raillery, and 
appear above being hurt by Banter ill-founded, 
and Jeſts without a Sting. There is as much 
true Fortitude 1n ſtanding ſuch a Charge as this, 
and being ſtanch to your Integrity, as facing 
an Enemy in the Day of Battle, or rolling un- 
diſmay'd in a Tempeſt, when Winds, —_— 
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ſeem to conſpire your Deſtruction. Many Men 


who could ſtand both the laſt Shocks, have re- 
lented in the firſt, and, thro* ſtark Impotence 
of Mind, have been undone. | 


T cou'd inforce all theſe Arguments to induce 
you to avoid ill Company, with Examples with- 


out number; but theſe will every Day occur to 


your own Obſervation, And, as I have already 
pointed out to you who to avoid, I ſhall next 
direct you who to chuſe, viz. Perſons as care- 
fully educated, and as honeſtly diſpos'd as your- 
felf. Such as have Property to preſerve, and 
Characters to. endanger : Such as are known, 
and eſteem'd ; whoſe Purſuits are laudable, 
whoſe Lives are temperate, and whoſe Expences 
moderate: With ſuch Companions as theſe, you 
can. neither contract Diſcredit, or degenerate into 
Exceſſes: You would be a mutual Check to each 
other, and your Reputation would be fo eſta- 
bliſh'd, that would be the Ambition of others 
to be admitted Members of your Society, 


Such ſhould be your Company in general; 
for Particulars, as a Life of T rade is almoſt in- 
compatible with Study, and Contemplation, and 
as Converſation 1s the moſt natural, and eaſy 
Path to Knowledge, ſelect thoſe to be your 
Intimates, who, by being excellent in ſome 
Art, Science, or Accompliſhment, may in the 
Courſe of your Acquaintance, make your very 
Hours of Amuſement contribute to your Im- 
provement. For the moſt part, they are open 
and communicative, and take as much Pleaſure in 
being heard, as you to be inform'd : Whence 
you will attain, at your Eaſe, what they at- 

chieved 
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chiev'd with great Expence of Time, and Studjʒ 
and the Knowledge, thus procur'd, is eaſter di- 
geſted, and becomes more our own, than what 
we make ourſelves Maſters of in a more for- 
mal, and contemplative Way. Facts, Doctrines, 
Opinions, and Arguments, being thoroughly 
winnow'd from their Chaff, by the Wind of Con- 
troverſy, and nothing but the golden Grain re- 
maining. Thus *tis obſerv'd of francis the Firſt 
of France, that, tho* he came to the Crown 
young, and unlearn'd, yet, by affociating himſelf 
with Men of Genius and Accompliſhments, he 
ſo improv'd himſelf, as to ſurpaſs in Knowledge 
the moſt learned Princes of his Time. And 
I my ſelf knew a young Gentleman, who was 

taken from School to fit in the Houſe of 
Commons, and had never much leiſure to re— 
turn to his Books: And yet ſo well did he 
chuſe his Companions, and make ſo good.a 
Uſe of their Converſation, that no-body ſpoke 
better on almoſt all Points, 6r was better heard : 
It being immediately expected, from the Cha- 
racers of thoſe he choſe to be familiar with, 
that he was either already wiſe, or ſoon would 
be ſo ; whence his Youth and Inexperience were 
ſo far from expoſing him to Contempt, that 
they greatly contributed to eſtabliſh an univer- 
ſal Prejudice in his Favour. 


Yer farther; with Men of Capacity, you may py of 
not only improve in your Underſtanding by con- See. 
verſing, but may have the Benefit of their whole 
Judgment, and Experience whenever any Diffi- 
culty occurs, that puzzles your own: Men of 
tuperior Senſe and Candour exerciſe a ready, and 
Rowing Indulgence towards thoſe who intreat 
E | their 
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their Favour, and are never more pleas'd than 
when they have an Opportunity to make their 
Talents more ſerviceable to Mankind. Pru- 
dence, Addreſs, Decorum, Correctneſs of Speech, 
Elevation of Mind, and Delicacy of Manners 
are learn'd in this noble School; and, without 
affecting the Vanity of the Name, you imper- 
ceptibly become a finiſh'd Gentleman, Where- 
The Jul. as, low, ſordid, ignorant, vulgar Spirits, would 
gar. dehaſe you to their own Level, would unlearn 
ou all the Decencies of Life, and make you 
abhor the good Qualities you could not attain: 
To preſide among a Herd of Brutes would be 
no Complement to a Man, and yet this ridicu- 
lous Pre-eminence would be all the Advantage 
you could expect from ſuch booriſh Companions: 
Which, likewiſe, if not purchas'd, would not 
be allow'd: for, thoſe who pay an equal Share 
of the Reckoning allow no Precedency, and 
our Country-men are too proud, I had like to 
have ſaid too inſolent, to make any Conceſſions, 
unleſs they are paid for them. 


Sts, * In adviſing you to ſhun Excelof Wine your 
ſelf, it muſt be underſtood I have already ad- 
vis'd you to ſhun ſuch as are mighty to drink ſtrong 
Drink. Bears and Lions ought not to be more 
dreadful to the ſober, than Men made ſuch by 
inflaming Liquors. Danger 1s ever in their 
Company; and Reaſon, on your Side, is no 
Match for the Phrenzy on theirs. In ſhort, he 
that is drunk is poſſeſod; and tho?, in other Caſes, 
we are to reſilt the Devil, that he may fly from us, 
in this, to fly from the Devil, is an eaſter Task, 

than to make him hy from us, - 


I ſhall 
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T ſhall add but one Word more on this To- Fa Con- 
pick. Beware of a falſe Complaiſance : or a too Y. 
eaſy Ductility in being ſway' d by another Per- 
ſon's Humour. If Buſineſs calls, or you diſlike 
the Converſation, or you incline to go Home, 
or whatever the Call is, if *tis reaſonable, obey 
it. A Man ought to be able to ſay No, as well 
as a Woman, And not to havea Will of one's 
own renders one ridiculous, even to the very 
Perſons who govern us. Take Leave then re- 
ſolutely, but civilly; and you will find a very 
few. Inſtances of Steddineſs, on ſuch Occaſions, 
will ſecure you from future Importunities. 


Tho? I have faid much under the Head of Com- Friendþip. 
panions, *tis ſtil] neceſſary to add ſomething con- 
cerning Friends : Friend and Companion are 
Terms often us'd as meaning the ſame Thing; 
but no Miſtake can be greater. Many Perſons 
have Variety of Companions, but how few, 
thro? their whole Lives, ever meet with a Friend? 
Old Stories, indeed, talk of Friends who mu- 
tually contended which ſhould die for the other, 
and talkative Greece has not been ſparing to 
trumpet out their Praiſes. But, even by the 
Manner of celebrating theſe Heroes of Friend- 
ſhip, it is very evident ſuch Examples are ex- 
tremely rare. Our Records, at leaſt, ſhew none 
ſuch. The Love of Intereſt ſeems to be the 
reigning Spirit in our Boſoms, and, wherever this 
pure, and delicate Union 1s to be expected, 
Meum, and Tuum muſt be Words utterly un- 
known. Friendſhip, therefore, in the ſtrict 
Meaning of the Word, 1s not likely to be the 
Growth of our Clime, and, according to the 
Idea we entertain of it, is confin'd within very 
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narrow Bounds. 'For Example, I may have 


liv'd, for Numbers of Years, in the ſtricteſt In- 
timacy with a particular Man; we may have 
adventur'd in the ſame Buſineſs, ſhar'd in the 
ſame Pleaſures, interchang'd continual good 
Offices, and treated one another with an unre- 
ſtrain'd Confidence: but all on theſe Premiſes, 
That, nothing ſhould be exacted on either Side, 
to the Prejudice of our darling Intereſt ; That 
Obligations ſhould, be exactly balanc'd, and that, 
on the leaſt Rupture, we ſhould be free to com- 
plain mutually. of mutual Ingratitude. Whence 
you are to underſtand, that our very Friend- 
ſhips are bur a Barter of Services, and Civilities, 
and are not ſo. much calculated to gratify the 
honeſt, undeſigning Inſtincts of the Heart, as 
for Snares to re-demand our own with Uſury. 


Choice o This. being the Foundation of modern Inti- 


Friends. 


macies, you. cannot be too wary 1n the Choice of 
him you would call your Friend; nor ſuffer 
our Aſfections to be ſo far engag'd, as to be 
wholly at his Devotion. *Tis dangerous truſting 
one's Happineſs in another Perſon's keeping; 
or to be without a Power to refuſe, what may 
be your Ruin to grant. But, if ever the A 


pearance of Wiſdom, Integrity, and every other 


Virtue, ſhould lead you to cultivate a more 
than ordinary Friendſhip, never profeſs more 
than you Deſign to make good; and, when you 
oblige, let it be freely, gallantly, and without 
the mercenary View of a rigid Equivalent. Nei- 
ther put your Friend to the Pain of ſoliciting 
a good Office, but ſpare his Modeſty, and make 


It 


8 


A Preſent for an Apprentice. 29 
it appear that you are happy in an Opportuni- 


ty of doing him Service: But, in this, as in 
all other Things, be guided by Diſcretion. 
As I would never bave you apply to an- 
other for what would endanger his For- 
tune, and, of Courſe, ruin bis Family, ſo never 
be induc'd, on any Confideration, to run the 
like Riſque your ſelf. What Intereſt you can 
make, what Time you can devote, what ready 
Mony you can ſpare, for the Advantage of your 
Friend, is nobly diſpos'd of; and never upbraid 
kim, even ſhould he prove ungrateful. But 
Bonds, Notes, or Securities, which 'tis poſſible, Band: and 
ncither he, nor you may be able to make good, Srcurities, 
I caution you, on my Bleſſing, never to engage 
in: *T1s not only mortgaging your whole Cre- 
dit, and Fortune, but Peace of Mind: You 
will never think of your Obligation without 
Terror, and, the nearer the Day of Payment 
approaches, the more exquiſite will be your 
Pangs, In a Word, I have ſeen as many Men 
dragg*d into Ruin by theſe fatal Incumbrances, 
as by a Life of Riot, and Debauchery. Con- 
fider, therefore, that *tis a Breach of Friendſhi 
for any Man to ask ſo unreaſonable a Kindneſs ; 
and, from that Moment, be upon your Guard ! 
It being but a poor Conſolation to be pity'd 
under Calamities undeſerv'd; or have it faid of 


you, He was a good- natur d Man, and no Body's 
Enemy but his own. 


in fine, as to what concerns your felf, live in 
fach a Manner, as may challenge Friendſhip, 
and Favour from all Men: But defend your 
ſelf, with the urmoſt Vigilance, from ever ftand- 


ing 
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ing in need of Aſſiſtance from any, T ho? *tis 
a glorious Thing to beſtow, *tis a wretched 
Thing to apply; and, over and above the Ty- 
ranny, the Capriciouſneſs, Ingratitude, and In- 
ſenſibility you will expoſe your ſelf to, when 
reduc'd to ſuch Expedients, you will then ſee 
humane Nature in ſuch a Light, as will put you 
out of Humour with Society, and make you 
bluſh that you are one of ſuch a worthleſs 
Species, 


I find, I have, imperceptibly, hurry'd too 
faſt, and addreſs'd you, as if you were already 
acting for your ſelf, before I have finiſh'd what 
is neceſſary for your Obſervation, while yau 
are under the Direction of a Maſter. 


In that Station, it will be impoſſible for you 
to avoid the Company and Converſation of Fe- 
male-Servaats ; and it will be expedient, both 
for your Eaſe and Quiet, that you ſhould live 
upon good Terms with them ; giving your ſelf 
no ſuperior Airs to provoke their Pride, or 
exacting more Obſervance from them than they. 
are willing to pay : But *tis a Matter of. the 
higheſt Conſequence for you to avoid all Fami- 
ltarities with them, either within Doors, or with- 
out. They are, generally Perions bota meanly 
born, and bred, with very few good Qualities, 
often with none at all, wanton, mercenary, rapa- 
cious, and deſigning : They will make it both 
their Study, and Ambition to enſnare you, affect 
to do you good Offices, be ever ready to ſerve 
you, ſeem never to be ſo well pleas'd as in your 
Company ; injure the Family to regale you ; 
attempt to ſeduce you wita Smiles, Blandiſh- 
ments, 
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ments, and all the Stratagems of intriguing Hy- 
pocriſy: If you fall into the Snare, the leaſt 
you can expect, is to have your Attention taken 
off your Buſineſs, your Time loſt, your Pocket 
drain'd, and, perhaps, your Integrity aſſail'd to 
gratify their Pride, or Avarice, in a more pro- 
digal Manner, than you can, honeſtly, afford. 
But, if they happen to have a deeper Reach than 
ordinary, they will probably aim at your utter 
Undoing, by a clandeſtine Marriage: In which, 
if wheadling, falſe Pretences, falſer Careſſes, and 
continual Importunities fail, they will talk in a 
higher Tone, take Advantage of your Fears, 
and threaten you with a Diſcovery. On all 
Accounts, therefore, keep your ſelf out of the 


Reach of their Ambuſcades: But, if you ſhould 


be ſo weak as to ſuffer yourſelf to be entangled, 
remember nothing can happen to you ſo fatal, 
as to be link'd to a Boſom-Enemy for Life. 
And that I, your Friends, and the World will 
forgive you any thing, rather than you ſhould 


ſhipwreck your Fortune, before you are out of 
the Harbour. 
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Your next domeſtick Danger will be from Fife 
your Fellow-Prentices ; every one of which, if Prentice-. 


leſs favour'd, Jeſs diligent, or leſs honeſt than 
yourſelf, will be your Enemy; not openly, and 
above board, but privately, maliciouſly, and 
to accompliſh your Diſgrace without Danger 
to themſelves. Look upon them as Spies then, 
but never let them know you are on your Guard: 
*T is honeſt Policy, to uſe Craft, with the Crafty : 
And the leſs Suſpicion you betray, the more eaſy 
it will be to prevent their Miſchiefs. Lis a 
common Artifice of the Guilty, to endeavour 

0 


Recrea- 
tion. 
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to ſeduce the Innocent, both becauſe the Firſt | 


appear more odious in the Compariſon with the 
Laſt, and becauſe they hope the Crimes of another 
will help to extenuate their own. Whatever then 
are the bad Inclinations, or Practices of theſe 
young Profligates, they will endeavour to per- 
ſuade you to become a Party in them, and will 
give themſelves more Pains, than their own Re- 
formation would coſt them, to bring it about. 
But you are now ſufficiently warn'd; and you 
can neither expect Forgiveneſs, or Pity, if you 
don't preſerve yourſelf from the Danger. 


Having now ſaid enough upon the Head of 
Company, I ſhall enlarge yet tarther on that of 
Recreations: Among which Reading is to be 
rank'd the Firſt, as not only the moſt inno- 
cent, but juſtly to be eſteem'd both uſeful, and 
laudable. In thoſe Leifure-Hours, therefore, 
which a Shop allows, tho? never till the Buſineſs 
in Hand is done, let Books be your Compa- 
nions. Not ſuch as are merely Amuſement, ſuch 
as Romances ; or deal too much with the Imagi- 


nation, as Poetry, and Plays; or diſtract the 


Mind with wrangling Altercations, as Contro— 
verſy; but Hiſtory, eſpecially that of your own 


Country ; Travels, I mean ſuch as are to be de- 


pended upon: Morals, ſome little Law, and 
authentick Tracts on the Brith Conſtitution. 
Tho? you are not to be io ſmitten with Study, 
as to follow it to the Prejudice of your Buſineſ, 
there is no Neceſſity for a Man of Buſineſs t 
be incapable, or unus'd to Study. While y Oil 
are young, therefore, lay in a Stock of Know- 
ledge 3 and tho' crude at firſt, it will mellow 
by Degrees; and, when the Hurry of advanc'd 

Eil, 
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Life leaves you no Leiſure for Contemplation, 
you will find your Memory will aſſuſt you al- 

moſt as well. *Tis obſervable, that we connect cheae 
the Idea of Expence fo cloſely with that of Di- Pleaſures, 
verſion, that we hardly reckon thoſe among 

our Pleaſures, which we do not pay for : But 

this is both bad Reaſoning, and bad Oeconomy. | 
The moſt exquiſite, as well as the moſt inno- '1 
cent of all Enjoyments are ſuch as coſt us leaſt, 
Reading, freſh Air, good Weather, fine Land- 
ſcapes, and the Beauties of Nature. Unbend, 
therefore, principally, with theſe ; they afford a 
very quick Reliſh while they laſt, and leave ng 
Remorſe when over. 


Fencing and Dancing are very fine Accom- Fencing & 

pliſhments for Courtiers, and very good Exer- Dancing. 
ciſes for all: But are very impertinent Ingre- 
dients in the Character of a Man of Buſineſs. 
In the Firſt, too little Skill, only expoſes you to 
the more Hazard; and too much is, perhaps, an 
Inducement to ſeek Quarrels, rather than to a- 
void them. The Conſequence of which are 
ſometimes fatal, always dangerous; leave then 
the Sword in the Hands of thoſe that are to live 
by it; and, as it would be a very ridiculous 
Piece of Foppery in you to wear one, even on 
a Sunday, there 15 no Neceſlity for your know- 
ing how to uſe it. The laſt (Dancing) can ſerve 
only as a Reconumendation to Women, and you 
are always to remember you are a Tradeſinan, 
not a Gallant or Fortune — 


Muſick, which has ſo much engroſs'd the Muck. 
Attention of the preſent Age, is another of 
thoſe Accompliſhments, which is totally ſuper- 

F fluous 
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fluous in ſuch a Station as yours; nay, is not only 
uſeleſs, but abſolutely detrimental ; to have one's 
Head fill'd with Crotchets, being a proverbial 
; Phraſe to denote a Man beſide himſelf. Fre- 
quent not, therefore, Operas, and Concerts, at 
leaſt but very rarely; affect not any Skill in 
Compoſitions, or to determine the Merit of Ma- 
ſters, or truſt your ſelf to perform on any In- 
{trument, or keep Company with ſuch as make 
Maſick their Profeſſion. There is an Infatua- 
tion attends Purſuits of this Nature, and, the 
Moment you attach your ſelf to them, you 
will decline both in your Credit, and Fortune. 
Loſs of Time, and Increaſe of Expence are the 
immediate Conſequences: At Taverns, you muſt 
think it a Favour, if a Performer contributes 
to your Entertainment, for which you muſt both 
defray his Reckoning, and load your ſelf and 
your Friends with Benefit-Tickets z moſt of 
which you muſt pay for out of your own Pocket; 
and what you voluntarily do for one, will be 
demanded by the Reſt ; whereby you will ex- 
poſe your ſelf to an annual Rent-Charge, and 
annual Solicitations, | 


Playhouſe. For the ſame Reaſon, never be prevail'd up- 
on to ſet your Foot behind the Scenes at a 
Play-houſe.; the Creatures, to *be found there, 

being but ſo many Birds of Prey, that hover 

round you, only to devour you. Full of Fawn- 

ing and Flattery, to win your Favour ;. and, 
inſolently, ridiculing the Cit, the Moment your 

Back is turn'd. Content yourſelf, then with 
putting them to their proper Uſe on the Stage ; 

and entertain yourſelf with their Humour, out 

5 of Reach of their Impertinence. Not that I 
| | 5 g would 
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would be underſtood to recommend a frequent 
Reſort to the Theatres on any Terms: On the 
Contrary, viſit them but rarely, and patronize 
them never: At leaſt, till they have undergone 
a very thorough Purgation, and appear what 
they ought to be, the Schools of refin'd Man- 
ners, and unblemiſh'd Virtue. 5 


But Gaming is the Curſe that ſpgeads the G,y;vs. 
wideft, and ſticks the cloſeſt to the preſent 
Times: All Ranks and Degrees of People are 
infected with it; *tis the Livelihood of many, 
and ſo countenanc'd by all, that 'tis almoſt 
ſcandalous to forbear it, and eſteem'd down- 
right ill-Breeding io expoſe it. But, where. 
ever you are, if Cards are call'd for, let it be a 
Signal for you to take your Leave: Nor let 
the Propoſal of a trifling Stake be a Bait to in- 
duce you to fit down: Adventurers heat them- 
ſelves by Play, as Cowards do by Wine; and 
he, that began timorouſly, may, by Degrves, 
ſurpaſs the whole Party in Raſhneſs and Ex- 
travagance. Beſide, as Avarice is one of our 
ſtrongeſt Paſſions, ſo nothing flatters it more 
than Play. Good Succels has an almoſt irreſiſta- 
ble Charm, and Ill prompts us to put all to the 
Hazard, to recover our Loſſes: Either Way, 
nothing is more infatuating, or deſtructive. 


This is but a faint Sketch of the Miſchiefs 
attending Gaming, even upon the Square: But, 
where *tis otherwiſe, which often happens, as 
Numbers have found to their Coſt, what can 
{ave the wretched Bubble from imminent, and 
inevitable Ruin? Or who can enumerate the 
Shares, the Blinds, the Lures employ'd by 


\ 2 F 2 Sharp- 
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by Sharpers, to entrap their Prey, and ratify the 
- 1 ? To be ſafe then, — 
out of the Poſſibility of Danger. Strangers, 


however dazzling their Appearance, are always 
to be miſtruſted. Even Perſons, who prided 


themſelves on their Birth, Rank, and For- 
tune, have, of late, been found Confederates 
with theſe ſplendid Pick-pockets. And to play 
with your Friends, is an infallible Receipt to 
loſe them. For, if you plunder them, they'll 
abandon you with Reſentment ; and, if they 
plunder you, they'll decline an Interview, that 
muſt be attended with ſecret ill Will, if not 


open Reproaches. To avoid all theſe Hazards, 


play not at all : But, when you find your ſelf 
giving Way to the dangerous Temptation, by 
caſting your Eyes on thoſe who live in Pomp 
and Luxury by theſe execrable Means, let their 
rotten Reputations and the Contempt,always con- 


nected with them, deter you from the deteſtable 


Ambition of making your Way to Fortune by 
the ſame infernal Road: Or, if that Refle- 


Ction proves ineffectual for your Preſervation, 


look with Horror on the Numbers of meagre 
Faces that haunt Gaming-Houſes, as Ghoſts are 
fajd to do the Places where their Treaſure is 


bury'd, who earn an infamous Livelihood, 


by being the Tools, and Bawds of thoſe very 
People to whom they owe their Ruin, in order 
to reduce others to the like Wretchedneſs. 


I come now to the Pleaſure of converſing 
with the Ladies; which, as inſeparable from our 
Conſtitutions, and yet often productive of very 
extraordinary Miſchiefs, is neither to be indi- 
!rrcetly indulg'd, nor wholly reſtrain'd. Indeed, 


it 
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if a more ſerious Turn was given to their Edu- 
cations, if the Roman Cornelia was made the 
Model, after which they were to form them- 
ſelves, I wauld be the firſt to adviſe you, to de- 
vote all your leiſure Hours to the Charms of 
their Converſation. More Humanity, more 
Addreſs, more Politeneſs, and Ingenuity would 
be learn'd in-an Hour by the Influence of their 
Beauty, and the Force of their Example, than 
for Years in the blunt and cynical Dogmas of 


the Schools: Which was, undoubtedly, what. 
the Philoſopher, of old, meant, when he advis'd 


an unpoliſh'd Fellow to facrifice to the Graces. 


But this is beholding the Sex in the moſt flat- 
tering Light; by being early taught to admire 
chemſelves, they very ſeldom regard any Thing 
elſe: And you * as well endeavour to ſet 

our Seal upon a Bubble, as fix that mercu- 
rial Spirit, which flies all off in Vapour. To 
viſit them only for your own Amuſement is 
what they never will away with, and to become 
the Inſtrument of theirs, is to commence Slave 
at once, and live only to be at their Devotion. 
From that Moment, - neither your Friend, your 
Will, or your Purſe is your own: Nay you 
muſt alter your very Character, and appear not 
what you are, but what they would have you. 
Your Dreſs, from thenceforward, cannot be too 
fantaſtical, nor your Diſcourſe too vain ; inſo- 
much that one would conclude not only Venus 
herſelf to be born of Froth, but all her Votaries 
too. 


Preſents, Pleaſures, Treats muſt always be 
your Harbingers to beſpeak your Welcome ; 
a no 
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no Biefineſs is ſo ſacred, but muſt be-poſtpon'd in 
Compliment to them, no Expence ſo great, but 
muſt be incurr'd to pleaſe them, and no Friend- 
ſhip ſo dear but muſt be ſacrific'd, when they 
fancy it interferes with theirs. * 71 


When, therefore, either by Ain: or Choice, 
you venture into their inſinuating Company, 
conſider them all as Syrens, that have Falcina- 
tion in their Eyes, Muſick on their Tongues, 
and Miſchief in their Hearts. Let your Cor- 
reſpondence with them be only to learn their 
Artifices, unravel their Deſigns, and caution 
yourſelf how to avoid them. Or, if your In- 
clinations render their Society neceſſary to your 
Happineſs, let your Prudence chuſe for you, not 
your Appetite ! Search our thoſe Qualities that 


Will blend moſt kindly with your own, and let 


domeſtick Excellencies dut- weigh more ſhining 
Accompliſhments.” But of this I ſhall ſpeak 
more largely towards my Concluſion. At pre- 
ſent, I ſnhall cloſe this Topick with obſerving to 
you that, after you have deliberately fix'd on 
this Choice, it is of the utmoſt Importance to 
you, to make a Covenant with your Eyes, as *tis 
beautifully expreſs'd in Scripture, not to wander 
after other Objects of Deſire, and Admiration. 
He that once quits the Anchor of Conſtancy, 
will be the Sport of every Wind, and Tide of 
Paſſion, for his whole Life to come. Happi- 
neſs, as well as Charity, ought to begin and 
end at Home: And, if ever you ſuffer your 


ſelf to think with Diſguſt, or even Indifference 


of your Wife, your Pays, from that unhappy 
Moment, will loſe their Reliſh, and your Nights 
their Tranquility. Reproaches, and Debates, 


will 
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will ſadden your Meals, and thwarting Meaſures, 
perhaps, bring on your Ruin. 8 


Neither flatter your ſelf, that you will proceed In * 
but certain ſteps in the dangerous Path of In /azy. -* 
conſtancy. Once aſtray, it will be one of the 
moſt difficult Tasks in the World to recover 
the right Road. So many fallacious Proſpects 
will preſent themſelves before you, ſo dark, and 
intricate will appear the Maze behind you, that, 
once in, you will be tempted to wander on; and, 
tho* Variety of Adventures will produce but 
a Variety of Diſappointments, you will ſtill 
purſue the Ignis fatuus, till it leads you to De- 
ſtruction. 


But, that I may leave no Avenue to this fatal 
Labyrinth unguarded, I adviſe you moſt ear- 
neſtly to let all your Actions, Intimacies, and 
Amuſements, be as unreſerv'd, open, and 
avow'd as poſſible. The publick Eye, tho? a very 
ſevere, is a very wholeſome Monitor, and many 
a Man has been reſtrain'd from ill Courſes, mere- 
ly by knowing he was obſerv'd. A Maſquerade, vie- 
therefore, however innocent it may ſeem, or ra. 
however ſpeciouſly it may be defended, is a 
Place you are never to be prevaiPd upon, either 
by your own Curioſity, or the Importunities 
of others, to viſit. *Tis making too bold an 
Experiment on human Frailty; and I am con- 
vinc'd many Perſons have ventur'd on Crimes 
there, they would otherwiſe, have avoided, mere- 
ly becauſe they were unknown. *Tis a noble 
Maxim of the Poet's, That Contempt of Fame 
i begets Contempt of Virtue; and to this may be 
3 added, 
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Hor /e- 


keeping. 
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added, That 10 be out of the Reach of Fame is to 
be in tve Way of Vice. | 


To proceed, tho' Riding is both an innocent 
and manly Exerciſe, and I have formerly recom- 
mended it to you, as moſt fit for you to in- 
dulge yourſelf in, I have now liv'd long enough 
to retract a great Part of what I advanc'd on 
that Head, and fee Cauſe ro diſſuade you from 
ever keeping a Horſe ; at leaſt, till your Cir- 
cumſtances, or improv'd Sagacity render it al- 
lowable; or your Health or Buſineſs neceſſary. 
And what has induc'd me to alter my Opinion 
you will find as follows. Tis, generally, ob- 
ſerv'd that the ancient, laudable Parſimony, and 
Fru Wy of the City is hardly any where to 
be found, and that Luxury and Expence reign 


in their ſtead: A very great Article of which 


is now obviouſly to be plac'd to the Account 
of Riding, and the Conſequences that are be- 
come almoſt inſeparable from it. The young 
Tradeſman is no ſooner ſet up, but he ſearches 
Smithfield for a Hunter, and, having heard cer- 
tain Terms of Jockeyſhip, bandy'd about among 
his Companions, expoſes himſelf by uſing them 
abſurdly 3 and is cheated ten Times over, be- 
fore he acquires any better Skill. The Charge 
of Livery-Stables is now added to thoſe of Rent, 
Houſe-keeping, &c. and Opportunities are 
panted for of producing his new Equipage, 
and ſharing in the Frolicks of the Age. Seats, 
Palaces, Publick Places are firſt viſited in Turn; 
and, as ſuch Expeditions are pre-ſuppos'd ex- 
penſive, no Article of Prodigality is ſpar'd, nor 
any exorbitant Bill tax'd, for fear his Spirit, or 
his Ability ſhould be call'd in Queſtion. To 

| theſe 
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theſe ſucceed Horſe-Races, and. Hunting-Mat- 
ches: Whence Intemperance in Drinking is 
| learn'd at the one, an Itch of Gaming at the 
other, and Pride, Folly, and Prodigality, at 
both. A Counry-Lodging is the next Step, 
Which is not eſteem'd properly furniſh'd with- 
dut a Miſtreſs: Who muſt be kept oſtentatiouſ- 
ly, te make her Amends for moping away the 
Summer, out of the Reach of her old Compa- 
nions, and the Amuſements of the Town. In Con- 
ſequence of all this, Buſineſs is cramp'd into one 
half of the Week, that Pleaſure may be indulg'd 
during the reſt : And Servants are entruſted with 
the Management of all, who ſeldom fail to put 
in for their Share of the Plunder, and, by 
having their Maſter's Secrets in their keeping, 
are lefs anxious for their own. With ſo many 
Inlets for Ruin, is it any Wonder, to to hear 
it takes Place; to hear of Notes diſcounted 
at a greater Premium, than the moſt profita- 
ble Trade can pay, Goods taken up in one 
Shop in order to be pledg'd at another: And, 
finally, of Bills proteſted, and Bankruptcies, 
with ſcarce Effects enough remaining to pay for 
raking out the Commiſſion ? This being the 
Caſe, as fatal Experience manifeſts it is, don't 
commence Jockey, till you are ſure you can ſit 
firm in your Saddle, and defy your Horſe to 
run away with his Rider, 
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From Diverſions, I now return again to Bu- pf ge- 
ſineſs. And, in the firft Place, deal with thoſe Perſon: te 
of the faireſt Characters, and beſt-eſtabliſh'd e with, 
Circumſtances : For they can both afford to 
ſell better Bargains, and afford longer Credit; 
and bave too much depending on their Con- 
| duct, L | 
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duct, to be eaſily induc'd to do, or connive at 
a fraudulent Action. Nevertheleſs, to be ſecure, 

ou muſt put your ſelf in no Man's Power: 
ay if you neglect your own Intereſt, how 
can you complain of Infidelity in others ? Be- 
fide, tho? we ſhould allow there are Numbers 
of Men ſo unfeignedly honeſt, that no Con- 
ſideration could prevail with them to do an im- 
moral Thing, however cover'd from Obſerva- 
tion; yet Experience will teach you there are 
many others, who are only the Counterfeits of 
theſe ; who make Uſe of Virtue but as Stock in 
Trade; and are ready to bring it to Market, the 
Moment there is an Opportunity to diſpoſe of 
it, for as much as they think it worth. 


Fair pro But, above all, be moſt cautious of thoſe 

aliens. who profeſs the moſt ! Eſpecially, if their Ad- 
vances are ſudden, extraordinary, or without a 
plauſible Foundation. Depend upon it, all the 
Commerce of Mankind is founded upon mu- 
tual Intereſt, and, if it is not apparent by 
what Means you could deſerve all theſe Blau- 
diſhments, conclude they are artificial; and keep 
your ſelf out of Danger. For the gilding the 
Pill 1s not peculiar to Apothecaries ; the ſame 
Craft prevails thro? every Scene of Life: And 
more Miſchief has been done under the Mask 
of Friendſhip, than by the moſt avow'd, and 
inveterate Enmity. In ſuch Caſes, Men are up- 
on their Guard, and, generally ſpeaking, very 
effectually provide for their own Security; but 
where the Heart is open, *tis aſſailable, and 
you are undone, before you ſuſpected you were 
in Harm's Way. | 


But 
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But tho? you are to beware of Credulity on Suſpicion, 
one Hand, you are to beware as much of be- | 
traying your Suſpicions on the other: For 
that ſets Fire to the Train at once, and of 2 
doubtful Friend, you make a certain Enemy. 
Beſide, the Circumſtances, that juſtify your 
Fears, may make but a very poor Figure in 
Evidence: And, tho' you may be perfectly in 
the Right in being upon your Guard, you will 
appear as much in the Wrong in making out a | 
Charge only from your own Apprehenſions, | 


Neither is it ſafe, or prudent to declare open 2% N. 
War upon every trifling Injury; *tis impoſſible ſentnents, 
to live without ſuffering, and, if we give Way 
to our Reſentments on all ſuch Occaſions, Quar- 
rels will be, in a Manner, the Buſineſs of our 
Lives. On the other Hand, if ever, thro? Accis 
dent, on humane Infirmity, you ſhould be theAg- 
es let it be your Glory to acknowledge your 

ault, and make inſtant Retribution. Next to 
the Merit of doing Right, is the atoning for 
what is done Wrong; and, in ſpite of the vul- 
gar Notion, that *tis mean to ſubmit, or ac- 

nowledge a Treſpaſs, do you eſteem it the 
Heigth of moral Gallantry. And, if the Conqueſt 
of one's Self is the moſt difficult of all Atchieve- 
ments, you will think it the nobleſt of all Tri- 
umphs. Nor let the Poverty, or Impotence 
of your Adverſary induce you to overlook, or 
deſpiſe him; for, the weaker he is, the leſs Cou- 
rage was required to oppoſe him, and the more 
Tyranny appears in oppreſſing him, merely be- 
cauſe the odds of Strength was on your Side. 
Beſide the moſt abject of Men, may be able 

to ruin the proudeſt; and, in the Turki/b Hi- 
| (32 ſtory 
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ſtory, you will find a Story of a Prime Vizier 


Kill'd in the Divan by the Hand of a common Sol- | 


dier he had aggriev'd. Remember, on all Occa- 
fions, that Anger is an impertinent Paſſion ; if it 
intrudes while you complain of, or ſeek Redreſs 
for Injuries receiv*d, Truth will be hurt by the 
Medium | thro* which 'tis ſeen; and that will 
be eſteem'd Prejudice, or Spleen, which is, in 
Fact, both Truth and Evidence. On the other 


Fo 


Side, if it breaks out when you are — ſelf 


Compla- 
tency. 


accus'd, it argues a ſore Place is touch'd, and 
your very Senſibility proclaims your Guilt. 


Inſtead, therefore, of ſeeking Quarrels, or 
husbanding Debates, endeavour t6 make Friends, 
if poſſible, of all you have Concerns with; and 
this can be done by no Means ſo effectually, 
as by an affable, and courteous Behaviour. I 
have known a Bow, a Smile, or an obliging 
Expreſſion 3 a Shop with Caſtomers: In 
ſnort, no Rhetorick has more Force than a 
ſweet, and gentle Deportment: It will win Fa- 
vour, and maintain it; enforce what is right, 
and excuſe what is wrong. 

Let this be the Rule of your Conduct in ge- 
neral; and, in particular, when induc'd to be- 
ſtow a Favour, do it, as before hinted, wirh 
a Frankneſs that ſhall give it a Ten-fold Va- 
lue. Or, if apply'd to, for what you are oblig'd 


to refuſe, let it be manifeſt you are govern'd 


by Neceſſity, not Choice; and that you ſhare 
with him, you ſo refuſe, in the Pain of the Dif- 


appointment. 


But 
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But there are ſome Perſons that neither Af- 
fability, or even Obligations can win; and thoſe 
are the Covetous, and the Proud. Both of 
which are ungrateful Soils that yield no Re- 
turns. One thinking all but his " ; and the 
other either laughing in his Sleeve at your 


95 


fooliſh Generoſity, or fancying *tis only meant 


as a Snare to render him your Bubble. 


To ſtudy the Tempers, and Diſpoſitions of aenpers of 
Men will, therefore, be of ſignal Uſe in your Men ts be 


Commerce with the World: Both to carry your/#4j's3 


own Points, and ſecure you from the Deſigns 
of others. In the firſt of which Caſes, be ſure 
hover to ſolicit a Man againſt his ruling Paſ- 
ion; for to induce a Miſer to act liberally, a 

Coward bravely, or a ſelfiſ Man dficereſtedly, 
exceeds all Power of Perſuaſion ; and you may 
as well hope to reduce all Faces to the ſame Si- 
militude, as work them to ſuch Ends as con- 
tradict their own. But nevertheleſs, all may 
be made ſerviceable, if manag'd with Dex- 
terity and Addreſs: And the Miſer, in par- 
ticular, to ſecure his Purſe from Importunities, 
will give you as much of his Time, or Indu- 
ſtry as you pleaſe: He is willing to be on good 
Terms with his Fellow-Creatures, and will pur- 
chaſe their F riendſhip on any Terms, but that 
of parting with his Mony. However ſordid, 
therefore, his Principles, or Practice, 'tis no: 
amiſs to have ſuch a Character among tlie 
Number of your Acquaintance; and, eſpecially 
in Arbitrations, no-body more deſerves your 
Confidence: He will there ſtickle for your In- 
tereſt, as if it was his own, and wrangle obſti- 


nately for Trifles, that you would be aſham'd 
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to mention: Whence tis odds but he procures 
you better Terms, than you either expected, or 
could have attain'd by your own Eadeayours. 


But to be able to turn all the different In- 


clinations effectually to your own Advantage, 


J would have you (however whimſical, or ro- 
mantick it may at firſt appear) to ſtudy the 
Expreſſion which the Hand of Nature has writ- 
ten in every Face. Men may. diſguiſe their 
Actions, but not their Inclinations, and, tho? 
*tis not eaſy to gueſs, by the Muſcles of the 
Countenance what a Man will do, *tis hardly 
to be conceal'd what he wiſhes to have done. 
Judge, therefore, of Characters, by what they 
are <onſtiturionally, and what habitually ; that 
is to fay, in other Words, what they would be 
thought, and what they really are: But prin- 
cipally, the laſt ; for, however diligently a Man 
may keep Guard on his Paſſions, they will fally 
out ſometimes, in ſpite of him; and thoſe Eſcapes 


are a never-failing Clue to wind the whole La- 
byrinth of his Lite. 


J ſay again, therefore, take your firſt Im- 
preſſions of Men from their Faces; and, tho? 
tis exceeding difficult to lay down Rules to 
inform your judgment, or aſſiſt your Conjec- 
tires oh this Occaſion, you have nothing to do 
tit do make the Study familiar to you, and 
vou Wil very rarely be miſtaken, Obſerva- 

ion and Experience preſently unveil the My- 
ſte ry; and even Hypocriſy can hardly preſerve 
nw from the Rigour of your Scrutiny, Not 

at 2 would advite you to be too peremptory 
S vour Deciſions neither; but compare Mens 
Faces 
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Faces with their Actions, and their Actions with 
their Faces, till, by the Light, mutually reflect- 
ed from each other, you are able to aſcertain 
the Truth. Nor is this Cuſtom alone ſervice- 
able in judging of a Man in the Groſs : It will 
likewiſe help you to determine of every extem - 
pore Impulſe, that, for the Time being, governs 
the Heart. Thus while you barter, purchaſe, 
ſolicit, or any other Way confer, the uncon- 
trollable Emotions of the Countenance will 
more infallibly indicate the Purpoſe of him you 
treat with, than any Thing he utters, aad give 
you earlier Notice to be on your Guard. Bur, 
in order to do this effectually, your own Eye 
muſt, warily, watch every Motion of his ; e- | 
ſpecially, when you are delivering what you ö 
think will affect him moſt: You muſt, likewiſe, 
weigh every haſty Syllable he lets fall; for 
theſe are generally the Imbecillities of humane 
Nature, as well as the involuntary Symptoms 
in the Face: And what deliberate Speeches and 
cool Reaſonings conceal, theſe flaſh out at once, 
without Warning, and beyond Recall. Bur, 
however curiouſly you examine the Eye, or 
Heart of another, it will be to little Purpoſe, 
unleſs you have Art enough to conceal your 
own: For you may depend upon it, if the Net 
appears, you will loſe your Game, | 
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Now the beſt and neareſt Way to attain this H 
Self-Continence, is to cultivate an artificial In- T 
ſenſibility of Fear, Anger, Sorrow, and Con- 2 
cern of any Sort whatever: He, chat accutely 
| feels either Pain, or Pleaſure, cannot help cx- 
F preſſing it ſome way, or other; and whoever q 
makes the Diſcovery, has the Sprinzs of the 1 


Aſtections 
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Affections at his Command, and may vind 
them up, or let them down at Pleaſure. Where 
as he, that witneſſes no Senſation of the Mind, 
betrays no Weakneſs, and is wholly inacceſſi- 
ble. Labour then indefatigably to ſubdue your 

Reſentments; for, as you are to buſtle thro? 
the buſy World, the more exquiſite your Sen- 
fations are, the more frequent; and more ſevere 
will be your Pangs. The Paſſions are, like 
the Elements, excellent Servants, but dreadful 
Maſters, and whoever 1s under their Dominion, 
will have little Leifure to do any Thing, but 

_ obey their Dictates. 


Di/imu!a- In the particular of Injuries, *tis, above all 
tien of In- Things neceſſary, ſometimes, not only not to 
Julie. reſent them, but even to diſſemble the very feel- 
ing them; whoever complains, declares he 

would puniſh if he had the Power; and, from 

that Moment, your Adverſary both thinks his 
Animoſity juſtifiable, and will do you all the 
Miſchief poſſible by Way of Self-Defence : 
Whereas, if you ſeem ignorant of the ill Turn 

he has done you, he concludes himſelf fafe 

from your Expoſtulations, or Reproaches, and 

will believe it his Intereſt to behave ſo, as to 

avoid an Explanation. Again, in wreſtling with 

thoſe that have more Strength, and Power than 
yourſelf, tho* Equity is on your Side, *tis Ten 

to One but you are hurt more by contending 

for , Redreſs, than you ſuffer'd by the very 
Grievance itſelf. Remember, then the Fable 

of the Brazen, and Earthen Pots, and keep as 

far as yon can from the dangerous Encounter. 

Again, I have known many a Man interpret 

the molt innocent Action, or Expreſſion into 


an 
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an Aﬀront, and, in the fooliſh Purſuit of what 
he calPd Juſtice, has loſt the beſt Friend he had 
in the World : And, therefore, thoſe forward 
Tongues, or peeviſh Tempers, which rather 
chuſe to vent their preſent Spleen, than make 
it give Place to their future Convenience, not 
only keep themſelves in perpetual Troubles, but, 
alſo, ſnhut the Door againſt thoſe Opportunities, 
which, otherwiſe, might have preſented to their 
Advantage. Cn 


But, tho' you muſt not let your Actions be frreſlu- 9 
govern'd by every ſudden Guſt of Appetite, , and | 
or Paſſion that riſes, you are not, on the other D. 
Hand, to dehberate ſo lazily on every Propo- 
ja] that you loſe the Occaſion, while you are 
pauſing whether you ſhall uſe it. Some fall 
into this agniſh Diſeaſe, thro* Doubt, Irreſolu- 
tion, and Timidity ; and others thro' down- 
right.Indolence, flattering themſelves, that, if 
Wind and Tide court them to-day, they will 
do the fame to-morrow ; but nothing is more 
dangerouſly fallacious; one Moment ſometimes 
offers what whole * might be waſted in 
ſoliciting in vain. If, therefore, ſuch a nice and 
: delicate Criſis, as this, ſhould court your Ac- 
I ceptance, be bold! Be vigilant ! Be reſolute ! 0 
; and never ſleep till you have made the moſt of ö 
it. There is more Reaſon to uſe Oeconomy 
in the husbanding Time, than Mony, ſince ' tis 
infinitely more valuable; and he, that does not 
make this the ruling Maxim of his Life, may 
be laid very pertinently, to ſhorten his Days. 
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„ I Would farther adviſe you, when you have Choice of 
any Point to carry, which depends on the Will Opportunie 
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of another, to chuſe the Minute of Application 
with all the Sagacity you are Mafter of: For 
there is no Man living whoſe Temper is ſo even, 
as not to be ſometimes more liable to Impreſ- 
ſion than at others. Even Contingencies govern 
us; we are more inclin'd to Generofity, when 
a proſperous Gale has breath'd upon us, and 
more prone to Peeviſhneſs, and Obſtinacy, when 
ruffled by Perplexities, or Misfortune. Some 
Men are even fo irritated by Hunger, that, till 
they are appeas'd by a hearty Dinner, they are 


inacceſſible : And others ſo reſerv'd, and ſullen, 


that, till a Bottle, or Two has thaw'd their fro- 
zen Humours, they have neither Eyes, Ears, 
Reflection, or Underſtanding. Such as theſe, 
therefore; are not to be eſteem'd the ſame Men 
in one Mood, as they are in another; and, it 
you happen to miſtake the Moment, don't im- 
mediately give out in Deſpair, but renew the 
Attack, till you find the Soul open, and apt to 


receive what Direction you pleaſe to give it. 


Behaviour 
70 the Cbo- 
terich. 


At all Adventures, never take Fire from an an- 
gry Man, and oppoſe Fury to Fury : But give 
the Phrenzy Way; and it will melt into a 
Tameneſs that you yourſelf will wonder at. 
From being fiery, and untractable, he will 
become pliant, and gentle ; and, fearful thar, 
during his Tranſport, he has broke the Rules 
of Decency and Decorum, he will make a thou- 
ſand Conceſſions to re-eſtabliſh himſelf in your 
good Opinion, the leaſt of which he would not 
have borne the Mention of before. Whereas, 
if, on the firſt Provocation, you had flung away 
with Reſentment, you had not only loſt your 
Point, but your Intereſt in the Man for — 

Tis 
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Tis beſt, however, to confine your Dealings, 8% te 
if poſſible, to ſuch as are pretty near on your 44 with 
pwn Level; where Dependance may be mutual ; oof — 
and no great Conſequence to be fear'd from Leegl. 
the qver-bearing Humour of a Would-be-Lion, 
without Teeth, or Claws. But, where ſuch a 
Temper happens to meet with large Power, 
carefully avoid coming within the Reach of it : 
Such Tyrants delighting in making a Prey of 
their Fellow- Creatures; pleading their Humour 
as a ſufficient Excuſe for all Manner of Miſ- 
chief, and making Uſe of their Odds of Strength 
to cut off every Mean of Reparation. In the 
Days of Queen Mary, Philip King of Spain 
her Husband, demanded the Guardianſhip of 
her Heir, if ſhe ſhould have one ; with cer- 
tain Places of Strength, to confirm his Au- 
thority: Offering at the ſame Time his Bond, 
to deliver up his Truſt, in Caſe the Child dy'd 
immediately. But when the Houſe, out of a 
| falſe Complaiſance to the Throne, was on the 
Point of conceding, an unlucky Queſtion of 
Lord Paget's ; Who ſhould put the King's Bond in 
Suit, in Caſe he treſpaſs'd on the Conditions? 
turn'd the Tide at once, and the Propoſal was 
rejected, I think unanimouſly. Publick Tran- 
{actions may ſometimes be apply'd to private; 
Never enter into Articles therefore, but where 
there is a reaſonable Proſpect of recovering the 
+ Penalty. 


I farther recommend it to you, as another nber tant 
wholeſome Rule for your Conduct, to manage air, 10 
all your important Affairs in Perſon if poſſible :* h d 
More Deference is generally paid to the Prin-“ TH. 
cipal, than to any Delegate whatever: Nor can 
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any other Perſon be either ſo well inſtructed in 


your Views, or ſo capable to improve every 
Advantage that may ariſe, as yourſelf. But, 
it Want af Health, or any other equal Inca- 


pacity ſhould prevent your own Attendance, 
rather negotiate by Letter, than by the Mouth 
of another : Your Meaning may be ill under- 
ſtood, and worſe deliver'd : Offence may be 
taken at Omiſſions, or Additions of which you 
are wholly innocent: Your very Apologies may 
be ſo miſ-reprefented, as ta inflame, inſtead oi 
appeaſe, and you may be defeated in your De- 
ſigns, by a Series of Blunders, more deſerving 
Laughter, than ferious and paflionate Expo- 
ſtulation. But, if ever you ſhould happen to 
be entangled in ſuch a ridiculous Labyrinth, 
take it immediately upon yourfelt- to wind your 


Way out: A few Minutes Canverfacion will 


Rumours 
. G41 ales. 


clear up the Miſunderſtandings of a Lear; it 
there is no Rancour at the Bottam : For which 
Reaſon, never conchude either to your Friend's 
Diſadvantage, or your own, till you have had 


2 Satisfaction of canvaſſing the Affair Face to 
ace. | 5 


For the ſame Reaſon, don't ſuffer yourſelf 
to be miſled by idle Rumours, and Goſſiping 


Tales: Expreſſions, harmleſs, when firſt let fall, 


receive their Venom from the Channel thro? 
which they are convey'd; and, by concluding 
at ſecond Hand, you are govern'd, not by the 
Fact itſelf, but the Apprehenſions, Humours, 
Paſſions, Follies, and even Wantonneſſes of 
other People. If then you will give theſe offi- 
cious Tale-Bearers the Pleaſure of liſtening to 
them, let it be with a Guard upon vour Heart; 
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not to ſuffer it to be ſeduc'd by what, perhaps, 
is a downright Forgery, or, at leaſt, the groſſeſt 
Miſrepreſentation. But weigh well the Chara- 
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&er of him that ſpeaks, againſt his ſpoken of; 


the Circumſtances, Views, Intereſts of both ; and 
whatever elſe may help you to come at the 
Truth, clear of Prejudice, or Diſingenuity. 


Having advis'd you to treat by Letters ra- Letters. 


ther than Meſſage, when hinder*d by Inconve- 
niences from attending in Perſon, I muſt take 
a Step back to caution you to write with the 
utmoſt Deliberation, ſeldom without taking 
Copies, and never without reading what you 
have written twice or thrice over. Letters are. 

enerally preſerv'd, and thence are always at 
Hand as a Sort of Evidence againſt you. You 
cannot, therefore, write too cautiouſly ; I will 
not ſay ambiguouſly, according to the Maxim 
of Tiberius, who ſometimes wrote ia that Man- 
ner to the Senate by Deſign, to anſwer his own 
corrupt Purpoſes., In a Word, write ſo, as not 
to deceive others, or expoſe yourſelf ; with all 


the Subtlety of the Serpent, but the Innocence 
of the Dove. | 


God only knows whether I ſhall live to ſee 
you ſet up in the World: But, if I do not, 
this Legacy will be almoſt of as much Service 
to you, as your Fortune, if you reſolve to be 
ſo much your own Friend, as to regard it as 
it deſerves. 


When, therefore, the Term of your Inden- Caution in 
ture is expir*d, and you grow ambitous of ap- /e!ting ap. 
pearing your own Maſter, I adviſe you in the 
| | moſt 
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moſt earneſt and ſerious Manner, to conſider 
it as an Affair that is to influence your whole 


future Life. -Many by their Haſte, and Preci- 
pitation in this Particular, have only haſten'd 


their own undoing ; and, to get rid of a gentle 


Subjection, have render'd themſelves the perpe- 
tual Slaves of Want, and Wretchedneſs. To ſet 
up, and miſcarry, is like the Blaſt to the Bloſ- 
ſom; if it does not abſolutely kill, ic leaves it 


diſeas'd, and the Fruit is both worthleſs, and de- 


fpis'd. Hold the Rein, then, tight on your Im- 
patience, and examine the Ground over and over 
again, before you ſtart for the Prize: It has 
been obſerv'd that few, or none thrive, who 
ſet up the Moment they are out of the Leading- 
Strings,' as it were: Hope has too great an At- 


cendancy at that Time of Life, and the Stripling 
is ſanguine enough to begin where his old Ma- 


77 ſerve 
foft as 
Journey- 


iter left off. But, the Ship that ſets out with all 
Sail and no Ballaſt, is ſure to turn Bottom up- 


wards: And, as I have before more at large laid 


down, Curioſity, Pleaſure, and Expence, have fo 
ſtrong an Influence upon the unexperienc'd Mind, 
that Solicitude, and Application, tho? the beſt 
Friends a Tradeſman has, are diſmiſs'd without a 
Hearing. | 
Would you, therefore, be prevail'd on to 


tread in the ſame Steps, that have carry'd me 


thro! Life with Credit to myſelf, and Proſpe- 
rity to my Family, ſerve a Year or Two as 
Journey- man to the ſhrewdeſt and moſt ex- 
perienc'd Perſon of your Profeſſion. You will 
learn more Dexterity and Addreſs in the pro- 
curing and Diſpatch of Bufineſs, during that In- 
terval, than in the whole ſeven Years, you had 
ferv'd already. It will, beſide, give you Leiſure 
to look round for a proper Place to ſettle in, 

where 
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where there is a Vacancy in Trade that you 
may hope to fill with Succeſs ; as, likewiſe, to 
ſele& thoſe Dealers who ate likelieſt to ſerve 
you beſt on one Hand, and to court thoſe 
Cuſtomers who are the fureſt Pay, and give 
the largeſt Orders on the other. Or, if you 
are too weary of Servitude and Dependance 
to endure it any longer, enter into Partnerſhip 
with ſuch a one as is above deſcrib'd ; and, 
tho* you may expect he will manage ſo, that 
the Contract ſhall rather incline to his Advan- 
tage, you will be a Gainer upon the Whole : 
Thence forward, his Experience, his Addreſs, 

and his Sagacity will be yours, and, for the 
Sake of his own Intereſt, and Character, he will 
be equally vigilant of yours. 
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But, if no ſuch Opportunity offers, and youGrear 
Prepare to ſet out wholly on your own Bottom, Nut. 
don't encumber yourſelf with a Houſe of a 
greater Rent, than the current Profits of your 
Buſineſs will eaſily Pay: Many young Beginners 
have half-undone themſelves, by Want of fore- 
fight in this one Article: Quarter-days are clamo- 
rous Viſitants, and their Dues muſt be ſluic'd 
off from the capital Stock, if the Product does 
not ſwell in Proportion to the Demand. Be- 
fore, therefore, you attempt the dangerous Ex- 
periment, make the exacteſt Eſtimate poſſible, 
of the Expences you may incur, and the Pro- 
ſpects you have to make the Balance even; and 
rather trade within your Compaſs, than beyond 
it: *Tis eaſy to enlarge your Riſque, but not 
to contract it; and, once out of your Depth, 

*tis great Hazard if ever you recover your 
Footing any more. 8 | 
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»Tis a plain, but ſenſihle Ruſtick-Saying, 
Eat your brown Bread fir : Nor is there a 
better Rule for a young Man's Our-ſet in the 
World: While you continue ſingle, you may 
live within as narrow Bounds as you pleaſe: 
And 'tis then you muſt begin to fave, in Order 


to be provided for the more enlarg'd Expence 


of yqur future Family: Beſide, a plain, frugal 
Life is then ſupported moſt chearfully; *ris your 
own Choice, tis to be juſtify*d. on the beſt, and 
honeſteſt Principles of the World; and you 
have no- body's Pride to ſtruggle with, or Ap- 
petites to maſter but your own. As you ad- 
vance in Life, and. Succeſs, it will be expected 
you ſhould give yourſelf greater Indulgence ; 
and you may then be allowd to do it, both 


reaſonably and ſafely. 


Fine Shops. Beware, likewiſe, of an oſtentatious Begin- 


ning; a huge, unwieldy, tawdry Sign, and of 


laying out as much to adorn a Shop, as to fill 
it: There is, here, and there, a Street in this 
Town, where the Shops are ſet out with Look- 


ing-Glaſſes, Carvings, Gildings, Columns, and 


all the Ornaments of Architecture; where both 
Maſters, and Men are Beaux in their Way, 
and make it a Science to inveigle Cuſtomers by 
their Civilities, as well as their outſide Finery. 
And yet more younger Sons of good Families, 
and Fortunes, from two, to ten thouſand Pounds, 
are here wreck'd by theſe prodigal Stratagems, 
than in half the Town beſide. And all for want 
of proper fore-thought, in eſtimating the cer- 
tain Iſſues, and the uncertaia Gains, with pro- 
per Allowance for unavoidable Loſſes, by ſome 


Cuſtomers who cannot pay, and others who will 


nor. 
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Law, and, others beneath it. And truly, from 
their wretched Examples, I have often in- 
duc'd to conclude, that young Sparks, who ſet 
up with a large and affluent Fortune, are not 
in ſo ſure a Road to thrive, as thoſe who are 
limited to a more ſcanty Pattern, For the Firſt 
think they may command Fortune, and, there- 
fore, launch into Expences without Fear or Wit ; 
nor believe they can be undone, till *tis too 
late to prevent it: Whereas the Laſt, by being 
ever in Fear of Ruin, make Uſe of all their 
Wit, Application, and Induſtry, to be above 
the Danger: And hence get into ſuch a Habit 


of Temperance, Solicitude, and Frugality, that 


no Proſperity can get the better of; Whence, 
in Proceſs of Time, every Pound becomes a 
Hundred, every Hundred a Thouſand; and 
the Labour of one Life, enriches a whole Fa- 


mily for Ages. 


What next occurs to me is on the Head of Ser- Servants; 


vants, who are of much more Importance, both 
to your Quiet, and Welfare, than you may at 


firſt imagine. And, by the way, let me pre- 


miſe to you in general, that they are but too 
frequently domeſtick Enemies, whoſe Views, 
Deſigns, and Inclinations are oppoſite to yours; 
Hating your Authority, deſpiſing your Perſon, 
and watching every Opportuuity to injure you, 
even to gratify their Malice, in Defect of other 
more intereſting Motives. Such, I fay, they 
are in general; and you will find all their little 
' Cunning, and Dexterity will be employ'd to 
cheat and impoſe upon you; for which, in 
Spite of your utmoſt 9 „ 
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will not be wanting, nor will they fail to im- 
prove them. Some thereare, however, among 
them, who retain their Integrity, who conſider 
their Maſter's Intereſt as their own, and who la- 
bour as indefatigably to ſerve it. And theſe, 
indeed, are Diamonds of the firſt Water ; nor 
can their Endeavours be too cordially accepted, 
or too punctually rewarded : Yet even theſearenot 
to be truſted too much with the Secret of their 
own Strength; Importance of any Kind, being 
what human Frailty is feaſt able to bear. I donꝰt 
adviſe you to place an unlimited Confidence in 
any, even the moſt promiſing : But, above all, 
beware of him who fawns, and flatters to- in- 
ſinuate into your Favour : For they are ſuch, 
whom Nature has gifted to deceive, and they 
ſtudy to make the moſt of that dangerous Ta- 
lent. In my whole Life, I never knew any of 
this Claſs, who had any Thing elſe in View; 
and they have generally ſuch a conſummate Im- 
pudence, that . they practice their Rogueries, 
while they ſtare you in the Face, and ever mean 
the moſt Miſchief, when they pretend the moſt 
Service. | 


Fumiliari- Tho' I would have you treat your Servants 
ey with as your Fellow-Creatures, however humble 
en. their Lot, I caution you to avoid all Approach- 
es to an indecent Familiarity with them : For, 

to a Proverb, tis accompany'd with Contempt, 

and Contempt never fails to break the Neck of 
Obedience: Thoſe Servants, that are not kept 

under a proper Subjection, being apter to diſ- 

pute, than obey: Which, if you would pre— 

ſerve your Authority, you are not to permit 

even in the beit, No doubt, *tis ridiculous enough 

| tO 
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to ſee People commanding abſurd Things to be 
done, only to manifeſt their Power; but this 
is certain, the capricious Tyrant is better obey'd, 
than the Man of Gentleneſs, and Forbearance, 
who refines too much on the Dictates of his 
own Compaſſion, and ſuffers himſelf to be per- 
ſuaded out of his Will, becauſe it ſeems trouble- 
ſome to his Servant to comply with it. Check, 
therefore, the firſt Appearance of Demur, or 
Expoſtulation in one you deſire to retain, to 


— 


prevent ſubſequent Animoſities; and turn away 


him forthwith, who is guilty of the ſame Tref- 
paſs, without the Pretence of Merit to give a 


Colour to his Audacity, ; 


Few Friends are to be truſted with Secrets. 7ru/ing 


Servants never, if *tis poſſible to be avoided 7 with 
ecrets, 


For, once at their Mercy, they grow inſolent, 
and make no Difficulty to withold their Ser- 
vice, when they know you dare not exact it. 
And what a lamentable Figure muſt that Family 
make where Subordination is revers'd, and the 
Maſter, inſtead of commanding, is forc'd to obey? 


You are farther to obſerve, that Servants are 
commonly a barren Soil in Point of Grati- 
tude, and, however laviſhly you ſcatter your 
Favours, ſeldom think themſelves oblig'd to 
make any Return, Like wild Beaſts, you may 
bribe them, for a while, into ſomething like a 
releating Softaeſs ; but, upon the firſt Diſtaſte, 
they return to their natural Fierceneſs, and for- 
get they ever had any Reaſon to be rhankfal : 
Beſide, they ever interpret your Favours as their 


Due, and, tho? they loudly repine when they are 


witheld, never make Acknowledgments 1 
14 they 
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. Servants 
not to be 


they are beftow'd, In which Conceit, the more 


Liberality appears on your Side, the more Suf- 


oppreſs'd, 


diſſuade you from being the Aggreffor. In Or- 
der to which, behave to them with Mildneſs 
and Affability ; not paſſionately abuſing them, 


\ 


ficiency breaks out an theirs z and, immediately 
on being ruffled, bid you provide yourſelf. | 


But, rather than be in a Servant's Debt, never 
keep one at all; for, if by Way of Conve- 
nience to yourſelf, you ſhould run into Arrear 
with them, without making them an inſtant Re- 
quital, they will take Care to do it for you; 
and, aſſure yourſelf, *tis no good Husbandry ta 


ſaffer them, in any Thing, to be their own 
Carvers. | 


* 


Having praceeded thus far to ſecure you from 
being injur'd by them, I hall now drop a Hint, 
or Two on the other Side of the Queſtion, ta 


or peeviſhly cavilling with them, to gratify 
your own ſplenetick Humour; but giving Or- 
ders with Decency, and reprehending Faults with 
Temper; that Conviction may wait on the one, 
and Reſpect on the other. For nothing more 
impairs Authority than a toq frequent, or in- 
diſcreet Exertion of it: If Thunder itſelf was 
to be continual, it would excite no more Ter- 
ror than the Noiſe of a Mill, and we ſhould 
ſleep in Tranquility when it roar'd the loudeſt: 
If ever then you give Way to the Tranſports 
of Anger, let it be extremely rare; and, never, 
but upon the higheſt Provocation. 7 


buturd If your Domeſticks fall fick in your Service, 
ith Leni remember you are their Patron, as well as 
e ; 


their 
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their. Maſter ; And let your Humanity flow 
freely far their Preſervation : Not only remit 
their Labours, but let them have all the Afﬀiſt- 
ance of Food, and Phyfick, which the Malady 
requires. 


Again; never let your Ear be too curious 
in liſtening to their Converfation: Paſſages will 
fometimes occur among the beſt Servants, that 
will argue much Levity, and little Reſpect; yet 
are void of Rancour z and, as not expected ra 
be over-heard, are not fit for your Notice, or 
Reſentment. * 


ws one Word, rather exceed your Contract 
with them, than make the leaſt Abatement : 
What is a Trifle ta you, is of Importance to 
them: And nothing is more reaſonable, than to 
let them be Gainers, in Proportion to the Time 
they have ſpent_in your Service. As I would 
adviſe you to keep them cloſe to their Buſineſs; 
fo I recommend it to you, likewiſe, to indulge 
them, now and then, in certain Hours of Re- 
creation: Their Lives, as well as ours, ought 1 
to have their Intervals of Sunſhine; it keeps ; ; 
them in Temper, Health, and Spirits, and is 

really their Due, in Equity, tho* you may, po- 

litically, beſtow it as an Act of Grace. To con- 

clude on this Head, if they have any peculiar i 
Whims in their Devotions, leave their Con- g 
ſciences free; you may take what Care you | 
pleaſe of their moral Conduct; but in their 


Opinions, they are accountable to none but God | 
and themſelves, 
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If you take an Apprentice, don't let the Bribe 


Prentice. of fo much Money paid down at ſigning his 


Indentures, or the Proſpect of a Seven-Years 


Service induce you to accept one of an untoward 


Diſpoſition, evil Inclinations, or unprincipled 
in Virtue and good Manners: Tis not to be 
imagin'd - what Diſorder ſuch will create in 
your Family, and what Vexation to your ſelf : 
But, for the Sake of good Qualities, ſober 
Education, and a tractable, obliging Temper, 
abate in the Conſideration, Peace is worth in- 
finitely more than Mony, ſince Mony cannot 
purchaſe it; and, if ſuch a one ſhould fall to 
your Lot, treat him more like a Son than a 
Servant. Remember he js deſcended from your 
Equal, and that he will, one Nay, he the ſame 
himſelf: Nor, when that Day comes, have Occa- 
fon to bluſh at Reproaches he may juſtly make, 
and you will be unable tq anſwer : In fine, 
look back into your awn Life, to recolle& what 
you ſuffer'd, or expected, when in the ſame 
Circumſtance yourſelf, And, looking forward, 
imagine what Sort of Treatment, . you would 
wiſh a Maſter ſhould uſe to a Child af your 
Own. e 


Choice of I have before promis'd you to treat more 


4 Wife. 


at large of your Choice of a Wife: *Tis now 
a proper Place to make it good. For, tho' this 
Topick is, at preſent, much too early for your 
Conſideration _ willing thus far to diſarm 
Death of his Stifg ; and, while I yet live, give 
you the Inſtructions, which, when more ſea+ 
lonable, may be out of my Power. 


D And 
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And firſt, with Regard to Marriage itſelf; as 


| a Duty to Nature, and the Commonwealth, 
I cannot help recommending it: But, with Re- 


ou to your own eaſy P thorough Life, 
am half inclin*d to the contrary. The ſhrew'd 
Mr, Osborne, in his Advice to his Son, is pleas'd 
to inſinuate, that 'tis the Creature of Policy 
only; adding, The wily Prieſts (Roman-Catho- 
lick) are /o tender of their own Conveniencies, as 
to forbid all Marriage to themſelves, upon as heavy 
Puniſhment, as they do  Poligamy unto others. 
Now, if nothing capable of the Name of Felicity, 
was ever, by Men or Angels, found to be deny'd 
to the Prieſibood, may not Marriage be ſtrongly 
ſuſpected to be by them thought out of the Liſt, tho, 


to render it more glib to the wider Swallow of 


the long-abus'd Laiety, they have gilt it with the 
glorious Epitbet of Sacrament ? I will add no 
Comment on this Paſſage, but leave you to 
make what Concluſion you pleaſe. | 


But, if you rather incline to venture on this 
critical State, I charge you to look upon it as 
a Point, on which your whole Happineſs and 
Proſperity depend, and make your Choice with 
a becoming Gravity and Concern. I charge 

ou, likewiſe, with equal Earneſtneſs, if, by ill 
33 or ill Conduct, your Affairs ſhould be 
in Ruins, not to make Marriage an Expedient 
to repair them. I do not know a worſe Kind 
of Hypocriſy, than to draw in the Innocent and 
Unſuſpecting, by falſe Appearances, to make but 
one Step from Eaſe and Affluence, to all the 
Diſappointment, Shame, and Miſery of a bro— 
ken Fortune, If, therefore, you muſt ſink, fink 


alone, nor load your felt with the intolerable 
| Reflection 


e 
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* Reflection that you have undone a Womah 

1 ., who truſted you, and entail'd Miſery on y 

i Offspring, who may have Reaſon to look o 
you with Abhorrence for having curs'd them 


with Being. 


Till, therefore, you are not only in a thriving 
Way yourſelf, but have a fair Proſpect that 
Wedlock will, at leaſt, be no Incumbrance to 
your Fortunes, never ſuffer yourſelf to think 
of it at all. The Portions, receiv'd with Wives, 
pay ſo large an Intereſt, by the Increaſe of Fa- 
mily- Expences, that, in the End, the Husband 
can hardly be ſaid to be a Gainer. Do not be 
deceiv'd, therefore, with that Bait; but build 
on your own Bottom; and calculate your 
Charge, as if there was no fuch Thing as a 
Fortune to be depended upon at all. 


Which done; proceed in your Choice, on 
the following rational Principles, 


Let her be of a Family not vain of their 
Name, or Title, or Antiquity ; thoſe Additions 
on her Side, being certain Matter of Inſult to 

the Defects on yours; but remarkable for their 
Simplicity of Manners, and Integrity of Lite. 
Let her own Character be clear, and ſpotleſs, 
and all her Pride be founded on her Innocence, 
For, however unjuſt it is, the Blemiſhes of Pa- 
rents are a Reproach to the Children; nor can 
Time wear it out, or Merit itſelf efface the Re- 
membrance. 


Let her alſo be alike free, from Deformi— 
ty, and hereditary Diſcaſes. The one being 
always, 
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always, and the other often. entail'd on the 


Breed, and witneſſing . the Father's Indiſcretion 


from Generation to Generation. Neither fix Beauty. 


your Eye on a celebrated Beauty! *Tis a Pro- 
perty hard to poſſeſs, and harder to ſecure : To 
ſuch a One a Husband is but an Appendix; 
ſhe will not only rule, but tyrannize ; and the 
leaſt Demur to the moſt capricious of her Hu- 
mours, will be attended with the keeneſt Up- 
braidings, and Invectives; the moſt cordial Re- 
pentance that ſhe threw herſelf away on one, 
ſo inſenſible of the Honour he had receiv'd, and 
the moſt ſincere Reſolutions to make herſelf a- 
mends by the firſt Opportunity. 


But do not, for theſe Reaſons, wholly deſpiſe 
Harmony of Shape, or Elegance of Features; 
Women are call'd the Fair Sex, and, therefore, 
ſome Degree of Beauty is ſuppos'd almoſt in- 
diſpenſable. No doubt, *ris the firſt Object of 
Deſire, aed what greatly contributes to continue it 
freſh and undecaying : *Tis, likewiſe, often ſeen 
to be deriv'd from the Mother to the Child, and, 
therefore, , as an Accompliſhment univerſally 
admir'd and coveted, to be eſteem'd worthy 
the Careſſes of the Wiſe, as well as the Purſuit 
of the Libertine for a Prey. | 


What we call Good-nature, is another Ingre- G44 Na- 
dient of ſuch Importance in a matrimonial State, ture. 


that, without it, the Concord can never be com- 
poleat, or the Enjoyment ſincere: On which Ac- 
count, 'tis both allowable, and even expedient 
to make ſome Experiments before-hand on the 


Temper that is to blend, or ferment for Life 


with your own: If you find it fickle and waver- 
K ing, 


— * 
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ing, ſhe will ſometimes ſtorm like March, and 
ſometimes weep like April; not only with 


- Cauſe, but for Want of it: If ſluggiſn and in- 
ſenſible; her whole Life will be a dead Calm of 
Inſipidity, without Joy for your Proſperity, 


Concern for your Misfortunes, or Spirit to aſſiſt 
in preventing the one, or forwarding the other. 
If teſty, and quarrelſome, you will cheriſh a 
Hornet in your Boſom, and feel its ſting ever: 

other Moment in your Heart. Or, if moro 

and ſullen, your Dwelling will be melancholy as 
a Charnel Houſe ; and you will be impatient 
for a Funeral, tho* almoſt indifferent whether 
hers, or your own. But you muſt not be too 
ſcrupleouſly exact in this Scrutiny : There are 


none of theſe Jewels without Flaws, and the 


very beſt Method of enduring their Faults is to 
remove your own. 


4g0dMa- This, however, bear always in Mind, that 


nager. 


if ſhe is not frugal, if ſne is not what is call'd 
2 good Manager, if ſhe does not pique herſelf 
on her Knowledge of Family-Affairs, and lay- 
ing out Mony to the beſt Advantage, let her 
be ever ſo ſweetly temper'd, gracefully made, 


or elegantly accompliſh'd, ſhe is no Wife for a 


Tradeſman; and all thoſe, otherwiſe, amiable 


Ruin, I remember, on the Wedding-Night of 
an Acquaintance, where I was a Gueſt, a Mo- 
tion was made, to paſs an Hour atan old Game 
call'd Pictures, and Mottos: The Manner of 
which is, for every Perſon in Turn, as he is call'd, 
to furniſh out a Device for the Painter, with a 
ſhort Sentence by Way of Explanation. The 
Bride began it, who addreſs'd herſelf firſt to her 

| Husband, 


k c 


Talents, will but open juſt as many Ways to 
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Husband, who readily gave for his Conceit, 
A Yoke of Oxen, and for his Motto, Let us draw 
equaily. This is the oaly true Condition of 
Matrimony 3: and nothing is more reaſonable 
than that, as one has the whole Burthen of get - 
ting Mony, the other ſhould make Oeconomy 
her principal Study, in Order to preſerve it. In 
ſhort, remember your Mother, who was ſo ex- 
uiſitely vers'd in this Art, that her Dreſs, her 
Table, and every ather Particular appear'd ra- 
ther ſplendid, than otherwiſe, and yet good Huſ- 
_ wifery was the Foundation of all; and her Bills, 
to my certain Knowledge, were a Fourth leſf, 
than moſt of her Neighbours, who had hardly 
Cleanlineſs, or Decency to boaſt, in Return for 
their aukward Prodigality. 


It would not be amiſs neither, if She you Religion: . 


chuſe, had rather a religious Turn, than other. Di/peftion, 
wiſe : Her Conduct will be the more exemplary, 
her Life more rigidly exact, her Authority more 
punctually rever'd : She will be leſs at Leiſure 
to follow, and leſs diſpos'd to admire the Vani- 
ries that bewitch the reſt of her Sex : Bur, if 
her Piety ſhould degenerate into Superſtition, 
or Enthuſiaſm, ſhe 1s, from that Moment, a 
loſt Creature; either the domineering Spirit of 
holy Pride, will turn your Houſe into an In- 
quiſition, or the abſurd Terrors of a hurt Ima- 
gination, make it reſemble the Cell of a peni- 
tent Convict. N | 


In the Affair of Portion, as, on the one Hand, Portion, 
your Conduct ought to be provident, and wary, 
ſo, on the other, it ought to be gentile, and 
noble. Nothing can be more ſordid than to 
R 2 bargain 
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bargain for a Wife, as you would for a Horſe, 
and advance, or demur in your. Suit, as Inte- 
reſt roſe, or fell: And, if She you ſolicit, ſnould 


betray too ſtrong an Attachment to the like 


mercenary Motives, be aſſur'd, ſhe is too felfiſh 
to make either a faſt Friend, a decent Wife, or 
a tender Parent. Fly from ſuch, therefore, the 
Moment the Smithfield- Genius breaks out | But 
do not fly to one who has nothing but Beauty, 
or, if you pleaſe, Affection to recommend her 
A fair Wife with empty Pockets is like a noble 
Houſe without Furniture, ſhowy, but uſeleſs: 
As an odious One with Abundance, reſembles 
tat Land in the Fens, rich, but uninhabitable. 
Let an agreeable. Perſon then firſt invite your 
Aﬀections, good Qualities fix them, and mu- 


tual Intereſt tye the indiſſoluble Knot. 


Of the Two, tho?, as reaſonable Happineſs is 
the End of Life, if your Circumſtances will bear 
it, rather pleaſe your Fancy in one you like, 
than ſacrifice your domeſtick Peace, to the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of Wealth, you will never be able ro 


enjoy. But, if the Narrowneſs of your For- 


tune will not allow you ſuch an Indulgence, 
tremble to think of the unavoidable Conſequen- 
ces! For, if Happineſs does not conſiſt in A- 
bundance, be aſſur'd it flies from Neceſſity 
And, tho' the Proteſtations of unexſtinguiſhable 
Paſſion make a very good Figure in Poetry, 
they have very little Relation to common ente. 
Beſide, tho* many have flatter'd themſelves that, 
by taking a Wife out of the Arms of Afffiction, 
the Condeſcenſion, the Obligation, would war- 
rant a ſuitable Return of Gratitude, and Af- 
tection, I have known ſuch as have been milſe- 


rably 
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rably difappointed: Few Minds are ſtrong e- 

nough to bear Proſperity : Is it a Wonder, 
therefore, that it ſhould turn a weak Woman's 
Brain, and that ſhe ſhould make her Demandses 
in Point of Figure, Prodigality and Expence, 
not according to her own Birth, Fortune, or 
Expectations, but yours ? 


However, if all this is not ſufficient to deter pe Rel 
you from ſuch a Choice, at leaſt, take Care, rien: 
that ſhe is not ſurrounded with hungry Rela- 
tions: For, if ſhe is, they will throng about 
you like Horſe-Leaches ; and, by the Conni- 
vance, Artifice, or Importunity of your Wife, 
either beg, borrow, or. ſteal your Subſtance, 
till they have pluck'd you as bare as the Jay in 
the Fable. 


But take this along with you: There is not a 
Perfection either of Body, or Mind, to be met 
with in low Life, which is not to be as eaſily 
attain'd in high; and this is certain, That a 
great Fortune gives no adamantine Quality to 


the Heart; and, if Opportunity favours, ſhe, | 
who has. that Advantage, and almoſt every 
other, may be won by Addreſs, and Aſſiduity 


in as little Time, as ſhe who is void of all. g 


In my firſt Sketch of this Eſſay, I expatiated, | 
I fear a little too largely, on the Means of 
rendering your Courtſhip pleaſing to the Per- 
ſon you deſire to win, In this, therefore, I ſhall 
endeavour to. be as brief as poſſible. And, in- 
deed, in theſe Caſes, Nature is the beſt Tutor, 
and the Eloquence of unfeign'd Paſſion more 


Per- 
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perſuaſive than the moſt artful Strokes of the 
moſt accompliſh'd Orators, Ref en | 

Courtſhip. There is not, 3 any Thing more ne- 

| ceſſary, than ſo to regulate — Progreſs of this 

inſinuating Impulſe, as to have it thoroughly at 

your Command; For, if you give it too large 

a Scope, inſtead of being Maſter of it, it will be 

the Matter of you: And you will; thencefor- 

ward, lay your Weakneſs ſo open, and appear 

ſo manifeſtly in the Power of your Miſtreſs, 

that the Pleaſure of tyrannizing will be irreſiſta- 

ble, and ſhe will exert her Sovereignty to the 
utmoſt, only to gratify her own Pride with the 

barbarous Experiment. | 


Nor is this the only neceſſary Caution you are 
to obſerve. As you are to keep as much. as 
poſſible out of her Power, ſo, on the contrary, 
you are to endeavour as much as poſlible to 
enſnare her into yours. To which End, it will 
be expedient, to make your Viſits always con- 
tribute to her Pleaſure. Never be ſeen but in 
your gayeſt Mood ; be prepar'd with the moſt 
entertaining Topicks of Converſation, be fur- 
niſh'd with ſome light, but welcome Preſent : 
Never ſtay till the Spirit of the Dialogue is 
exhauſted, nay, ſometimes take your Leave, 
when ſhe ſeems moſt defirens you ſhould ftay ; 
nor ever mention Love, till you are, in a Man- 
ner, certain, ſhe 1s half ripe ro make it the firſt 
Petition in her Prayers: And, even then, let 
it be ſo mix'd with Raillery, that, in Caſe you 
have deceiv'd yourſelf in your Concluſions, you 
may, without a Bluſh, laugh off your own Diſ- 
appointment and her Triumph together, Fi 
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ſhe indicates that you treat fo ſerious an Affair 
too lightly, and appears only difpleas'd that you 
are no deeper enamour'd, the Tranſition is very 
eaſy to a more paſſinoate Deportment, and you 
may carry your Point by Arguments, Aſſidui- 
ties, and Services, tho* Joke and Humour fait d. 


Don't diſtinguiſh your Wedding- Day too o- 7:dding- 
ſtentatiouſly ; or ſuffer it to paſs away without Day. 
proper Marks of Acknowledgment. | Let it 
wear a ſober Smile, ſuch as would become your 
Bride and you for Life, not bagconvuls'd with 
riotous Laughter, that leaves Tears in the Eyes 
and Heavineſs, at the Heart as ſoon as the Fit is 
over. i 1 : - 3 % & 2 1 222 
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Suffer me, likewiſe, to remind you, that, tho' Complai- 
moſt Men marry, few live happily ; which mani-/ane after 
feſtly proves, that there is more Art neceſſary Marricge. 
ro keep the Affection alive, than procure its 
Gratification. But, as this is a Point of the 
higheſt Importance, let me adviſe you to ſtudy 
ir, as the Science of Life. In Order to which, 
don't permit yourſelf to think cheaply of 
your Wife, or negle& her becauſe you are fe- 
cure in Poſſeſſion, Tis impoſſible, but a Wo- 
man muſt be grievouſly ſhock*d to ſee the ſer- 
vile Lover transform'd, at once, into the Tyrant- | 
Husband. Aſſure yourſelf there are but very | | 
tew Steps between Fndifference, Neglect, Con- | 


on i ⁵˙ IT TOES RE LSE pe 


tempt, and Averſion. And, therefore, if you 
have any Reſpect for your own Repoſe, let your 
firſt Tranſports be moderate, and, when over, 
don't ſo much as with a Look, betray either 
Satiety, or Repentance, but let the ſame Chear- 
fulneſs appear on your Brow, the . 
ä neſs 


—— 
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neſs in your Eyes, the ſame obliging Turn in 
your Behaviour, and give her daily and hourly 
roof, if poſſible, that ſne is as dear to you as 
ever. Above all Things, never let her imagine 
| *ris a Penance to you to ſtay at home, or that 
you prefer any Company whatever to hers ; 
ut, on the contrary, let her ſhare with you 
in all your Pleaſures; and find frequent Oppor- 
tunities, to induce her to think, it will be her 
own Fault, if ſhe is not the happieſt Woman 
in the World. By theſe Means, ſhe will not 
only dread to loſe your Favour, but, from In- 
clination ,and Gratitude, endeavour to; preſerve 
it. Thoſe Husbands are Fools who think to 
terrify their Wives into Subjection: For what- 
| ever is yielded thro? Compulſion, will be re- 
| | ſum'd, as ſoon: as ever. Occaſion offers: And 
| thoſe, that reſtrain the Unwilling, experience as 
much Trouble to keep them in Obedience, as 
Pleaſure in being obey'd. * 


But, if ever this delightful Calm ſhould be 
ruffled by any little Eſcape of Peeviſhneſs, or 
Anger, do not widen the Breach with bitter 
Expreflions, or give Way to a dogged Sullen- 
neſs, that may prolong Reſentment till it be- 
comes unappeaſable. Where Frailty is mutual, 
Offences will be the ſame, and ſo ſhould For- 
bearance, and Forgiveneſs too; Love, like 
Charity, ſhould cover a Multitude of Sins, and 
there is no Room ſor Malice in the Heart which 
harbours that amiable Gueſt. Interpret favou- 
| rably then every' Incident that provokes your 
| Diſguſt; if oblig'd to complain, do it gently 
x and diſpaſſionately, and gladly receive the firſt 
| Acknowledgment.as a very ſufficient Atone- 
| * ment. 


. 
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ment. Nor vainly and obſtinately inſiſt on her 
ſubmitting firſt, Depend upon it, the moſt ob- 
ſtinate of the Two is the moſt foolith 3 and it will 
be for yourCredit that rheOdds of Wiſdom ſhould 
be on your Side. To ſay the Truth, no Woman 
would marry, if ſhe expected to be a Slave, and 
there can be no Freedom where there is no Will: 
In all trifling Matters then, leave her to her 
own Diſcretion; 'twill be of Advantage to you 
on more important Occaſions; and ſhe will 
chearfully forbear interfering in your Province, 
it the finds herſelt undiſturb'd in her own. 

As to what remains, have but one Table, one 
Purſe, and one Bed: Either ſeparate will be at- 
tended with ſeparate Intereſts 3 and there cannot 
he too many Ties to ſtrengthen an Union, which, 
tho? calculated to laſt for Life, is of ſuch a 
Cobweb Kind, as often to wear out before the 
Hony-Moon. | 

I conclude on theſe domeſtick Articles, with 
adviſing you, to be modeſt in the Furniture of 
your Houſe, and nat over curious in your Bills 
of Fare. Let there be always ſuch Plenty, that, 


if any accidental Gueſt dropt in, you need not 


bluſh, or apologize for his Entertainment: But 
no Superfluity at your own Board, or Watt at 
your Servants, Even when you entertain, which 
I hope will be as ſeldom as pufſible, don't well 
out the Pride of a Day, to ſuch an exorbitant 
Size, as to make a Reduction of your Fxpen- 
ces neceſſary for a Month to come: But reinem- 
ber your whole Life ought to be of a Piece, and 
that, tho* you were to entertain a Lord, a Tradel- 
man. muſt defray, the Charge. Neither think it 
beneath you to be your own Caterer; 'twill ſave 

ou many a Pound at the Year's End, and your 
Kitchen will be much better ſupply'd iato the 
Bargain, {0 A 


— 
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A Maxim of-the ſame prudent Nature, is to 
go to Market always with ready Mony; for who- 
ever runs in Debt for Proviſions, had- better 
borrow at Ten per Cent. and will find it eaſier 
to balance his Accounts. 

To which may be added, that ſuch idle Pro- 
fufion only excites Envy in your Inferiours, Ha- 
tred in your Equals, and Indignation in your Su- 
periors ; who are, moreover, apt to think, every 


extraordinary Item in your Banquet is made an 


Education 
of Chil- 
aren. 


Article in their Bill: And, therefore, will in- 
cline, with a certain witty Duke, to deal with 
one who ſcarce affords himſelf Neceſſaries, and 
dine with you. 

As to what concerns the Education of your 


Children, recollect your own; recollect the Pre- 
cepts I here preſent you with for the Conduct of 


your future Life, and you cannot be at a Loſs 


to render them wiſe, honeſt, and thriving Men. 


Firſt take Care of their Health, then their Mo- 
rals, and finally of their making their Way ſuc- 
ceſsfully thro* the World. Under which laſt 
Head, I recommend it to you, in the moſt ear- 


neſt Manner, not only to make them Scholars, 


or even Gentlemen, in Caſe your Fortune will 
afford the Means, but Men of Buſineſs too. 
*Tis the ſureſt Way to preſerve an Eſtate when 
got, amals together Mony enough to purchaſe 
one, or keep the Wolf of Poverty from the 
Door, in Caſe of Misfortunes. How many De- 
ſcendants of eminent Citizens have I ſeen, un- 
done, throꝰ a Neglect of this Rule? Who, ſet up 
carly in polite Lite, have been even aſham'd of 
their Origine, and would, if poſſible, have diſ- 


own'd their Fathers, to whoſe Indulgence, and 


Application they ow'd the very Means of livin 

idly, and prodigally ; the only Title they had 

to be rank'd among the Gentry |! | 
I ſhall 
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I ſhall cloſe all, with two important Hints, 
which, as more fitted for the Conſideration of 
your riper Years, I have purpoſely reſerv'd for 
the Laſt. In England, tis impoſſible for a Man politics, 
who has a Vote to give, not to have ſome Con- 
cern in Publick Affairs: The Talk of the Times, 
the very News of the Day will make him a 
Party whether he will, or no: In your own De- 
I fence then, and even to preſerve yourſelf from 
i the Falacies of intereſted Men, make yourſelf 

\ acquainted with the Hiſtory of the Britiſb Con- 
13 ſtitution in general, and that of your own Times 
4 ia particular: Tne Right of the Subject, the 
3 Privilege of Parliament, the Power of the 

| Crown, the Pretences of Patriots, and the De- 
ſigns of Miniſters 3 the Riſe, Growth, Extent, 
and Importance. of our Commerce ; the Expe- 
diency of Taxes, the Danger of a Military 
Force, and the real Views of all the different 
Parties that have work'd the Nation into its 
preſent Ferment: But make this your Amuſe- 
ment, not your Buſineſs, that when you are call'd 
upon to name your Repreſentative in Parliament, 
you may be able to judge for yourſelf of the 
Virtue or Ability of the Candidate ; explain the 
Services you expect from him, and, if need be, 
furniſh out a Teſt to know how far he may be 
depended upon, to enforce Privileges, redreſs 
Grievances, and ſtand in the Gap berween the 
\ Encroachments of Power, however diſguis'd, 
and the Liberties and Properties of a defenceleſs 
People. But I charge you upon my Bleſſing to 
wear the Badge of no Party whatever. Be aſſur'd 
*tis a Badge of Slavery, and, under the Pretence 
of procuring you Eſteem and Confidence, will 
render you unworthy of both. To be free is to 
be independent, and, if you would continue ſo, 
conſult your own Conſcience, and act only ac- 
; cording - 
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to its Dictate. Deſpiſe Flattery on one 
So diſdain Corruption on the other; and let the 
Venal of all Ranks know, that you Traffick 

is not in Infamy, nor 1 Gains the . of 
N e 3 r. 

Ng. Religion, with which e I Tv 
you both awfully reverence, and devoutly- pra- 
ctice: But nor as the Hypocrites do, as a ſort of 

5 Commutation with the World, for-liviag ke a 

. Cannibal, and prey ing upon your Fellow. Crea- 
tures.” God is a Spirit, worſhip him then in Spi- 
rn, and Truth; not with unmeaning Jargon, and 

- oftenrarious Ceremonies. Come before him with 

the Incenſe of an innocent, and virtuous Life, and, 
wherever: you addreſs him, either- with Prayer, 
or Praiſe, he will not be flow tothear, or: Back 
ward to accept the grateſul Offering. As to be- 
lieve you are always within the Reach, and under 
the Care of his Providence, is an 'everiatting 
Source of Comfort, ſo to-remember you are ever, 
in his Eye, and that all your Actions, Words; 
and Thoughts are regiſter'd before him, will pre- 
ſerve you Unleſs, tho ſurrounded with ps 
tions. I 90 
Finally, tho · I would habe you conſider the 
preſent Life as a State of Probation, and the fu- 
ture, is: the certain Rectiſier, and Rewarder of 
all the Good and Evil committed here; yet 
lire innocently, live honeſtly, live uſefully; if 
poſſible, apart of that intereſting Conſideration... 
Men diſcharge their Duty to the World, who act 
uprightly, whatever is their Motive: But they 
are beſt acquitted to themſelves, who love and 
Practice VI irtue, for its own divine ann 
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